
W
ant to brew your own beer, but
know nothing about it? Help is at
hand! 

Researchers have developed a
beer-brewing device that can be

controlled and monitored by a 
smartphone. The brewbot is already a hit, gar-
nering about USD 100,000 from 195 backers on
crowdfunding site Kickstarter.

Developed by Cargo, a team of designers and
developers based in Belfast, Northern Ireland,
BrewBot can be controlled and monitored with
asmartphone.

The Brewbot is described as ‘an easy-to-use,
controlled environment that is aesthetically
pleasing, and frees up brewers to focus on 
the recipes. You don't need to know 
anything about brewing,’according to its Kick-
starter page.

Brewmeisters can purchase ingredients for
beer, place them in the Brewbot, send the ap-
pliance recipe and instructions via their smart-
phone, and the rest is taken care of by 
the machine.

After brewing a batch of beer, an automatic
cleaning mode will sanitise the appliance, 
Live Science reported.

The device, which is about 4 feet high, uses
stainless steel tanks and an open-source plat-
form for programming.

When finished, Brewbot will work with a
kegerator, a beer-dispensing device that keeps a
keg full of beer chilled and tasty for months.

The Brewbot designers have already built a
prototype, but are hoping to make the product
commercially available.

The completed device is expected to cost 
USD 3,200. PTI
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That the church attack is in line with the principles of Islam is
wrong and un-Islamic

—Pakistani clerics reacting against Tehreek-e-Taliban Pakistan 
spokesperson’s Shahidullah Shahid’s statement that it was 

according to the Islamic Shariah

» Auto hike changes nothing
This refers to the article ‘Autos take a
hike’ (PM, Oct 6). I still see most autos de-
manding fares higher than the meter
reading. In areas like Wakad, autos re-
fuse to ply according to the meter. 

The situation is ditto during night-
time. Most autos quote their own fares —
even the ones plying in the heart of the
city. Authorities should come down
heavily on autos which overcharge . The
auto rickshaw unions are not ready to
compromise or come to mutual terms. 

I think a hike in day fare and a slash in
night fare (which is still 25 per cent more
and reading will begin at Rs 17) 
is balanced. The unions should accept
this and move on. PMC could also con-
sider building more CNG stations.

— Simran Pandey

» CBSE’s defense module
I do not see the need for school students
to know about the nation’s defense pol-
icy or defence services ethos. This could
only be compulsorily introduced in
schools run by the defence forces. 

However, as Army Public School’s
principal pointed out, most of their stu-
dents have a defence background any-
way, so there is no need for the module
in such schools.

The board could consider making
this course optional, or introduce a
course on other career options and not
only defence services.

— Raunak Patel

» Improving air travel
The Government had mooted a proposal
to offer more sops to improve air connec-
tivity. Benevolent measures like exemp-
tion of night landing charges to regional
airlines will definitely improve flight ser-
vices to smaller towns. 

New airlines waiting in the queue to
operate as regional players is good news
and those carriers should be encouraged.
With better air connectivity, Tier II and
III cities can compete with Tier I on in-
dicators like economic growth. 

However, the government should
keep tabs on operations like in-flight ser-
vices, departure and arrival timings of
the flights to ensure better passenger ex-
perience. Proactive steps like the civil
aviation ministry’s plan to hold lectures
on on-board safety measures are also
welcomed. Incidents such as bird-hits
and air-miss should be dealt with prag-
matically. The airport authorities should
keep runways clear and clean and air-
lines should ensure daily maintenance
of cabins.

— P Senthil Saravana Durai

» IBL, not IPL
This refers to ‘Gutted: Jwala could get life
ban’ (PM, Oct6). No sport in India seems
to be clean in terms of being away from
controversy. If this would have been the
IPL, BCCI would have surely used its
‘overwhelming’ experience to cover 
the matter up — like CSK and 
Gurunath Meiyappan. 

The prospect of a life ban should send
out a strong message. In cases of match-
fixing, the guilty should be punished
with a life ban.

— Vijay Kapoor
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T
here’s been gloom and doom around for
some time now; the economy slowing
down, the rupee falling against the dollar
(although that has halted somewhat
now), food inflation, unemployable

youth... a long and depressing list. Yet, against
this backdrop there is some cheer. Growth is hap-
pening in a totally unexpected sector, that of giv-
ing. Strangely enough, despite the economic
slowdown and other indicators of stagnating in-
comes, people are parting with more of their
money, not advice, please note.

There is no accurate or complete data availa-
ble on the amounts people hand over to NGOs or
their favourite charities, since not all of it falls
within the Charity Commissioner’s or Income
Tax department’s net. Yet, one educated guess
pegs giving, in India, at around 0.2 - 0.4 per cent
of GDP and growing faster than GDP. Despite
that happy bit of information, Indians fall far
short when compared to others.

Dhaval Udani, CEO, Give India, an organisa-
tion which raises funds and then channels them
to NGOs, pointed to the US, where people give
upto 2 per cent of their incomes to charity while
HNIs in that country give between 8-10 per cent
of their incomes. In India, Udani said, HNIs and
others are not “giving up to their potential,”
while paradoxically some Indians who earn
around Rs 5-6,000 per month give Rs 50 a month,
amounting to 1 per cent of their incomes.

“Giving to charity is increasing in India, as
people are earning better. We have seen a 30-40
per cent year- on- year growth over the last five
years. Yes, there are pockets of people who tend
to give more: like a BPO employee who is proba-
bly the first in his or her family to have such a job
giving that 1 per cent of his/her monthly salary,” 
Udani said. 

That is the evolution of the donor. And it is
happening in other income levels, too, specially
among those who have been giving to charity for
two-three years. These are the people who now
want to move up to the next level, get more in-
volved in the work their donation is being used
for and want to simultaneously increase their
giving with greater involvement. Udani said

they like it when donors question them because
it indicates their involvement.

This culture of giving is not new to our society
but it now faces some challenges. People have
traditionally given to their village or communi-
ty. With greater urbanisation and job mobility,
they have moved away from these rural roots yet
want to do “something” for folks back home.

With more disposable incomes, it is possible to
do more for others, something that seemed un-
thinkable for the vast majority of middle class
people just a couple of decades ago. 

This, too, is regarded as a natural progression,
where the family comes first, then the communi-
ty, and onwards and outwards to the city, 
the country...

There’s another kind of giving that is also
gaining momentum at least in urban areas.

NGOs are collecting goods, be they clothes or any
other household items, selling them and raising
their corpus. The practice, by NGOs, of collecting
unwanted items from homes and raising their
funds strikes a chord with middle class house-
wives used to selling such items at the doorstep,
anyway. With NGOs collecting from them, giv-
ing comes easily even though they are not going
to get the few rupees they would otherwise 
have got.

Indians have been less open-handed for an-
other reason: the persistent question in their
minds of how much will be retained by the NGO
and how much will go to the intended benefici-
ary. There are estimates that the peak retention
by an agency ranges between 30- 50 per cent
which supports the natural suspicion of the Indi-
an donor.

The unexpected GDP growth
While the country’s economy is experiencing a slump, donations made to NGOs are growing at 0.2 to 0.4 per cent of GDP

Indians have been less open-handed because of the persistent question in their minds — how much will be

retained by the NGO and how much will go to the intended beneficiary 
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Using a smartphone, one can set tempeature,

choose flavour and manipulate the brewing time.

It has already raised 50 per cent of its target

GOURI 

AGTEY ATHALE

Use your smartphone to brew the beer of your choice

K
IC

K
S

T
A

R
T
E

R
.C

O
M

P
IC

T
U

R
E

 F
O

R
 R

E
P

R
E

S
E

N
T
A

T
IO

N
A

L
 P

U
R

P
O

S
E

S
 O

N
L
Y


