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The Philanthropy Issue | Joy of Giving
The ice bucket challenge shows philanthropy is evolving, and the Daan Utsav, or the Joy of Giving Week,
reflects this increased interest
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Facebook timelines and Twitter news feeds were recently taken over by talk of ice buckets—the
seemingly obscure idea to dump ice water on your head and donate money to a cause, which in
this case was research into ALS (amyotrophic lateral sclerosis), an affliction commonly known
as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

The idea went viral. From world leaders to teenagers, everyone rushed to the nearest ice
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bucket. In the process, the ALS Association has managed to collect $115 million since 29 July.

To be sure, there were critics of the ice bucket challenge. Many called it a gimmick and objected
to what they felt was the trivialization of an important cause. Others questioned whether the
donations actually matched the claims.

Nevertheless, the ice bucket challenge showed that philanthropy is evolving. It’s no longer only
about what the wealthy do and how much of their money they give to worthy causes. It’s also
about bringing together young people who want to make a difference, sparking their interest in
a cause using innovative campaigns, and communicating not only the need for altruism but also
its benefits.

In India, too, philanthropy has changed in the last few years. While there is no hard data to
prove it, the involvement of people, particularly the young, in charitable causes appears to be
on the rise. The Daan Utsav, or the Joy of Giving Week, reflects this increased interest.

In 2013, more than 2 million people participated and organized nearly 900 events across 80
cities. But in a country the size of India, that’s only a start.

This Mint philanthropy edition coincides with the 2014 Daan Ustav, which runs from 2-8
October. Across the pages of this edition, we bring together those involved in the philanthropy
movement, those who give their time and money to worthy causes and those who are trying to
ensure that the increased interest in philanthropy makes an impact.

Veteran banker Narayanan Vaghul, who devotes his time to a number of philanthropic ventures,
acknowledges that while involvement is increasing, the impact remains thin. Vaghul says there
is a need for organizations to pool their resources and work toward a common goal in order for
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philanthropy to make a meaningful difference in reducing inequalities (See Page 11). Even so,
wealthy individuals and business families continue to do their bit in contributing to their chosen
causes.

Giving money is one aspect of altruism. Giving time is another—and one that may bring greater
rewards. Lawyers, doctors and investment professionals we spoke to are increasingly getting
involved with causes close to their hearts and offering their professional expertise as a way to
give back to society.

Why do people give? Is it a whimsical decision? Are there social, economic or even neurological
factors behind the act of giving?

Biju Dominic, chief executive officer (CEO) and co-founder of FinalMile Consulting, details
recent research which shows that our brains are hardwired towards giving, which activates the
‘reward areas’ of our brains and releases dopamine and oxytocin.

If that is the case, why don’t more of us give? Dhaval Udani, CEO of GiveIndia, says one way to
get more people to give is by spreading the word about the joy that people can derive out of
giving. The movement of philanthropy would also benefit from role models, adds Udani in his
conversation with Dominic (See Page 21).

Communication is also key to advocating a cause and non-governmental organizations (NGOs)
working in the field need to be able to pitch their causes more effectively, adds Murray Culshaw,
an independent development worker who works with NGOs to help them communicate better
(See Page 19).

“The NGOs have not learnt to communicate their work. My argument is that they are the best
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people to communicate,” Culshaw says. “If you believe in something so passionately, then you
are the best person to communicate it.”

Along with the need to communicate better, organizations working in the field of philanthropy
are also trying to keep pace with the times by using technology and more innovative means of
funding.

Data analytics, for instance, has become a key tool for large philanthropic organizations and is
slowly being used by a wider set of organizations to design their giving more effectively, reports
Mint.

Those looking to raise funds are also looking at innovative structures as part of the impact
investing movement, which is still at a nascent stage in India. While the number of impact funds
are growing, their investments are still concentrated in areas such as microfinance, where
returns are more predictable. Crowdfunding, while now part of our everyday vocabulary, is still
to pick up in India.

The history of giving in India is long and the potential is large. But while certain government
initiatives, such as mandating corporations to spend 2% of their average three-year profit on
corporate social responsibility activities, may direct more money towards certain causes, there
is a fair deal of scepticism on the impact they will have.

What will undoubtedly have an impact is the involvement of more people in causes that are dear
to them. The magnitude of that impact, though, remains unknown.

Ira Dugal is assistant managing editor of Mint.

http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.livemint.com%2fSpecials%2flLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2fThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html&id=ma-141006050237-b021aa79
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

Tweet

3 1

Comments

Subscribe to:  Daily Newsletter  Breaking News

Enter email

JOY OF GIVING WEEK  PHILANTHROPY  ICE BUCKET CHALLENGE  DAAN UTSAV

MORE TOPICS: JOY OF GIVING WEEK  | PHILANTHROPY  | ICE BUCKET CHALLENGE  | DAAN UTSAV  |

MOST READ
Flipkart, Amazon, Snapdeal battle it out to woo customers

Amazon stake in seller may come under scrutiny

Modi influencing RBI’s toilet policy

Maharashtra elections: Poll shows BJP as single largest party if it contests alone

Roopa Kudva’s 7-year itch at Crisil

38

Share

6

Share

FROM THE WEB by TaboolaSponsored Links

7 Reasons 11 Groups Who Forget Going to A Simply Tim McGraw &

http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/164254/tim_mcgraw_faith_hill_share?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s&utm_site=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/164254/tim_mcgraw_faith_hill_share?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s&utm_site=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.bills.com/the-home-refinance-plan-banks-dont-want-you-knowing/?utm_source=taboola&utm_adgroup=desktop_blog&utm_term=HundredStack_SimplyBrilliant_desktop&utm_medium=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.bills.com/the-home-refinance-plan-banks-dont-want-you-knowing/?utm_source=taboola&utm_adgroup=desktop_blog&utm_term=HundredStack_SimplyBrilliant_desktop&utm_medium=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.haircolorforwomen.com/salon-owners-admit?utm_source=SN-HFW_HL-29_IM-148_S-36_C-1&utm_campaign=CA-tbl&utm_medium=AD-ES_CR-125_T-231_RG-9_PF-1_TG-125
http://www.haircolorforwomen.com/salon-owners-admit?utm_source=SN-HFW_HL-29_IM-148_S-36_C-1&utm_campaign=CA-tbl&utm_medium=AD-ES_CR-125_T-231_RG-9_PF-1_TG-125
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/284349998;111375211;n?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/284349998;111375211;n?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;282861687;109704871;u;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D?https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/7-reasons-youre-procrastinating-and-how-to-snap-out-of-it/?extlink=of-syndication-Recommended_Reads-Taboola-109704871-p
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;282861687;109704871;u;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D?https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/7-reasons-youre-procrastinating-and-how-to-snap-out-of-it/?extlink=of-syndication-Recommended_Reads-Taboola-109704871-p
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=hindustantimescom-livemint&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r:below-article-thumbs:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=hindustantimescom-livemint&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=thumbs-1r:below-article-thumbs:
javascript:void(0);
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?app_id=272895486221434&sdk=joey&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FSpecials%2FlLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2FThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html&display=popup&ref=plugin
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/HuieH9EdIclnU4CksZHCdN/Roopa-Kudvas-7year-itch-at-Crisil.html#nav=most_read
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/llGuL3uueBvUxtCQ2C4FgO/Maharashtra-elections-Opinion-poll-indicates-BJP-may-emerge.html#nav=most_read
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/NxoLKkVnTGNVxfFX1878BM/Modi-influencing-RBIs-toilet-policy.html#nav=most_read
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/5rcMyyEJgbQzZUnkJ9dRjJ/Amazon-stake-in-seller-may-come-under-scrutiny.html#nav=most_read
http://www.livemint.com/Industry/9NEUcSRlwvs0y8dobHDd3I/Flipkart-Amazon-Snapdeal-battle-it-out-to-woo-customers.html#nav=most_read
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Daan%20Utsav
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/ice%20bucket%20challenge
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/philanthropy
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Joy%20of%20Giving%20week
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Daan%20Utsav
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/ice%20bucket%20challenge
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/philanthropy
http://www.livemint.com/Search/Link/Keyword/Joy%20of%20Giving%20week
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FSpecials%2FlLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2FThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FSpecials%2FlLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2FThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html&related=livemint&text=The%20Philanthropy%20Issue%20%7C%20Joy%20of%20Giving%20-%20Livemint&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.livemint.com%2FSpecials%2FlLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2FThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.livemint.com%2fSpecials%2flLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2fThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html&id=ma-141006050237-b021aa79
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

ALSO READ
Celebrating the joy of giving

Azim Premji, Shiv Nadar head list of top philanthropists in India

Getting priorities right on giving

Rajashree Birla | Giving is in fact living

The evolving role of non-profits in philanthropy

You're
Procrastinatin…
American Express OPEN

Shouldn't Skip a
Flu Shot
Healthgrades

the Salon and
Try this New …
eSalon

Brilliant Way to
Pay Off Mort…
Bills.com

Faith Hill Share
Big News Abo…
Stirring Daily

by TaboolaPromoted Links

MORE FROM THE WEB EARLIER ON LIVE MINT
7 Reasons You're Procrastinating (And How
To Snap Out Of It) (American Express OPEN)

11 Groups Who Shouldn't Skip a Flu Shot  
(Healthgrades)

Forget Going to the Salon and Try this New
Gray Hair Solution (eSalon)

A Simply Brilliant Way to Pay Off Mortgages 
(Bills.com)

Tim McGraw & Faith Hill Share Big News
About 'Divorce'  (Stirring Daily)

Flipkart India reports loss of `281.7 crore

Flipkart struggles to retain senior managers

Xiaomi Redmi 1S flash sale on Flipkart
leaves customers angry

What Flipkart can learn from TCS

Flipkart to shut its payment gateway
PayZippy

http://www.livemint.com/Companies/tPBg4IJluy4djMjXk5qq3O/Flipkart-to-shut-its-payment-gateway-PayZippy.html
http://www.livemint.com/Opinion/thyGLPIJFMiTTxwrOYlaDN/What-Flipkart-can-learn-from-TCS.html
http://www.livemint.com/Consumer/fCqu2NqcMIAPqNuxSW411M/Xiaomi-Redmi-1S-sale-on-Flipkart-leaves-customers-angry.html
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/rsAuB9LnV1NwCYbw6eYhjI/Flipkart-struggles-to-retain-senior-managers.html
http://www.livemint.com/Companies/nEzvGCknQDBY2RgzcVAKdO/Flipkart-India-reports-loss-of-2817-crore.html
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/164254/tim_mcgraw_faith_hill_share?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s&utm_site=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.bills.com/the-home-refinance-plan-banks-dont-want-you-knowing/?utm_source=taboola&utm_adgroup=desktop_blog&utm_term=HundredStack_SimplyBrilliant_desktop&utm_medium=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.haircolorforwomen.com/salon-owners-admit?utm_source=SN-HFW_HL-29_IM-148_S-36_C-1&utm_campaign=CA-tbl&utm_medium=AD-ES_CR-125_T-231_RG-9_PF-1_TG-125
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/284349998;111375211;n?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;282861687;109704871;u;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D?https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/7-reasons-youre-procrastinating-and-how-to-snap-out-of-it/?extlink=of-syndication-Recommended_Reads-Taboola-109704871-p
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=hindustantimescom-livemint&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-2c:below-article-text-links:
http://www.taboola.com/en/popup?template=colorbox&taboola_utm_source=hindustantimescom-livemint&taboola_utm_medium=bytaboola&taboola_utm_content=hybrid-text-links-2c:below-article-text-links:
http://thestir.cafemom.com/entertainment/164254/tim_mcgraw_faith_hill_share?quick_picks=1&utm_medium=sem2&utm_source=taboola-s&utm_campaign=taboola-s&utm_content=taboola-s_mar_test&pr=taboola-s&utm_site=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.bills.com/the-home-refinance-plan-banks-dont-want-you-knowing/?utm_source=taboola&utm_adgroup=desktop_blog&utm_term=HundredStack_SimplyBrilliant_desktop&utm_medium=hindustantimescom-livemint
http://www.haircolorforwomen.com/salon-owners-admit?utm_source=SN-HFW_HL-29_IM-148_S-36_C-1&utm_campaign=CA-tbl&utm_medium=AD-ES_CR-125_T-231_RG-9_PF-1_TG-125
http://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/clk/284349998;111375211;n?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;282861687;109704871;u;pc=%5BTPAS_ID%5D?https://www.americanexpress.com/us/small-business/openforum/articles/7-reasons-youre-procrastinating-and-how-to-snap-out-of-it/?extlink=of-syndication-Recommended_Reads-Taboola-109704871-p
http://www.livemint.com/Specials/D6pM6HkSCeE13lY36aLNfI/The-evolving-role-of-nonprofits-in-philanthropy.html#nav=also_read
http://www.livemint.com/Specials/XaccWERecP1ckwaJ4spx5O/Rajashree-Birla--Giving-is-in-fact-living.html#nav=also_read
http://www.livemint.com/Specials/JPoPeDZ50TWkPN5gJ9QhiI/Getting-priorities-right-on-giving.html#nav=also_read
http://www.livemint.com/Politics/Xgng4hHzQNr9Hxx28DfV5I/The-top-givers.html#nav=also_read
http://www.livemint.com/Leisure/53EXLuxELgyGRgbXdiT8qJ/Celebrating-the-joy-of-giving.html#nav=also_read
http://pdfcrowd.com/html-to-pdf-api/?ref=pdf
http://pdfcrowd.com/customize/
http://pdfcrowd.com/redirect/?url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.livemint.com%2fSpecials%2flLpuPNrOw6UDp3YO72yS3J%2fThe-Philanthropy-Issue--Joy-of-Giving.html&id=ma-141006050237-b021aa79
http://pdfcrowd.com


pdfcrowd.comopen in browser PRO version Are you a developer? Try out the HTML to PDF API

1 Comment Livemint  Login

Sort by Newest Share ⤤

Join the discussion…

• Reply •
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(1) I agree with the view expressed elsewhere in ‘Mint’ that 
philanthropy of persons with very limited wealth and income is far more
significant, and relatively speaking
more valuable, as compared to philanthropy of the rich and the powerful. (2) I
believe that there are different types of philanthropic activities. Those which
empower children from weaker sections of the society to get educated and to
improve their standard of living have a long term and positive impact. (3)
Incidentally, I wish to make one more point about donations to non-government
organizations (NGOs) in the form of assets like buildings, computers, other
equipment, etc. My observation is that unless the donor ensures that recipient
NGOs use such assets productively, the
objectives with which the donor has given such donation may not be realized. It
is also necessary to keep in mind cost of up-keep and regular maintenance of
such assets as otherwise there is danger of the assets not being properly
utilized after a few years of initial use.
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