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„….there is genius everywhere, but it takes a village; it takes a teacher; it 
takes a person; it takes a mother; it takes a whole street, a whole community 

to harness that genius and make it achieve its fullest potential..‟ Mira Nair 



 
 

Salaam Baalak Trust (SBT) was born in 1989 - inspired by the street children 
who performed in Mira Nair‟s widely acclaimed film “Salaam Bombay!” With 

values of respect and support for the rights of Street Children at its core, SBT 
provides a holistic “Safety Net” of Services to these Children. Operating within 
an environment that is conducive to optimum development; thereby building the 

prospects for integration into mainstream society as they develop into 
productive adults. 

 
 

HIGHLIGHTS 
2015 – 2016 witnessed SBT play an increasing role; deepening its commitment 
towards the children and setting the stage for a quantum leap in its overarching 

Impact. With more Intervention, better Programs, richer collaborations and 
improved Infrastructure, SBT now touches the lives of more Children than ever 

before.   
 
With Education being clearly identified as the most effective enabler, SBT‟s 

continued efforts towards uninterrupted schooling is bearing fruit. An improved 

attendance at schools, reduced dropout rates, and efforts to continue schooling 

all indicate a perceptible attitudinal shift among the children and their parents / 

guardians.   Consequently, there are more children that complete their schooling 

as also continue studying in junior colleges. 

Children participating in SBT‟s Career Project now appreciate the significance of 

completing their schooling, of professional education and there is a stronger 

collective resolve towards academic and co-curricular growth.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

You have to dream before your dreams can come true 

 – A.P.J. Abdul Kalam 



 

 

EDUCATION - FORMAL AND NON FORMAL INITIATIVES 
The Education Project of Salaam Baalak Trust works towards educational 
development of homeless and street children.  We identify, counsel children and 

enrol them in various Programs that address their Formal as well as Non-Formal 
Educational challenges. Towards these efforts, we engage with the community, 
counselling them on various key issues such as significance of Education, with 

support through Focus Groups; Educational Visits; Skill Appropriate Counselling, 
etc. 

 
Working since 1989, with thousands of children over the years, within the age 
group of 3 to 18 years and follow up for those even over 18 years. The 

Education Project (2015 – 16) currently benefits around 500 children enrolled at 
various Day-care Centres, Contact Points and Shelter. They are cared for and 

monitored by a staff of qualified professionals and certified Social Workers. They 
have access to quality Educational Support.  In cases of specially challenged 
children, we involve families of the beneficiaries by counselling them as also 

using the support of Child Counsellors and qualified Teachers. This has a 
manifold benefit in holistic educational development. 

 
80% of our children attend private Schools. Some even in English Medium – 

making them conversant in English. Starting with high dropout rates, the 

Program currently has children excelling at State Board Level Exams. With 90% 

of our students clearing SSC level examinations with good results, the improved 

approach towards education and its consequential results continues, year on 

year. Most of these beneficiaries now attend junior colleges for further studies. 

Two SBT youths have completed diplomas in Cinematography from Whistling 

Woods and two other youths are also enrolled in an Editing Diploma Course at 

Whistling Woods. Several SBT children are completing their The National 

Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS) programs. SBT students have also been 

enrolled in English speaking classes and Computer Education Classes, with a 

view to enhance their communication skills and technology literacy levels. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

“Every artist was first an 

amateur.”  
― Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/12080.Ralph_Waldo_Emerson


 

TALENT DEVELOPMENT 
 

Ace Productions 

Staying true to the celebration of freedom, Children from SBT and other NGOs 

performed on a common stage with children of mainstream schools. They staged 

Raell Padamsee‟s Ace Productions‟ mega musical production, MAHATMA. Ace 

Productions also sponsored our Children to attend The Christmas Carnival Event 

at The Cricket Club of India. 

 

Whistling Woods International 

We are grateful to Whistling Woods International for extending ample support to 

SBT – be it donation of Computer Hardware for the benefit of our children or 

offering scholarships and assignments to some of our deserving children; as also 

exposure to a number of workshops on different aspects of film making. 

Our children visit other Schools, attend workshops on photography, sand 

painting, making murals, auditions; they learn to play the Guitar and Board 

Games. These among other exposures broadens their collective perspective.  

 

BUILDING INCLUSIVENESS 

Our Children participated in numerous Events and Campaigns - Building a sense 

of inclusiveness amongst them. Some of the joint efforts were: 
 

 Anti-Child Labour and Anti-Child Begging Campaigns. 

 Kaliedoscope2015 - A National Conference on Child Rights-Participation 
and Play in the Urban Context. 

 The Times Litfest 

 The Kalaghoda Arts Festival 

 5th Annual Create Trophy for Artistic Excellence (a talent competition 

amongst children from several NGOs). 

 The Christmas Carnival Event at The Cricket Club of India 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Life is like a game of cards. The hand you 
are dealt is determinism; the way you play 
it is free will.” –Jawaharlal Nehru 

 



SPORTS 
The staff and coaches demonstrate through their words and actions, the values 

of sports that translate well into daily life; including respect for oneself and 

others, fairness, grace in defeat, humility in victory, and the virtue of self-denial. 

With this encouragement,our children enthusiastically participate and excel in 

various sporting activities. To name a few - Boxing, Chess, Football, Judo, 

Kabbadi, and Yoga. Several SBT children are currently undergoing football 

training -Our Football Team were Semi Finalists at the Andheri Mahotsav, 2015. 

Some children are also undergoing Judo / Martial Arts training at SBT centres. 

They have won Gold, silver & Bronze medals in inter school Judo competitions. 

They participated in inter Municipal School boxing Competitions. 

SBT children have attended and won distinctions at numerous sporting events 

including other football matches, judo tournaments, and athletic competitions. 

 

CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES 
There is special emphasis on CULTURAL AND RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES, 

thereby encouraging children to participate in other cultural events - in addition 

to - academic and sporting activities. Several cultural competitions, including, to 

name a few - SBT children have participated and won distinctions in 

photography workshops; dance and drama workshops and classes; handwriting 

and drawing tournaments, and similar other such programs.  

 

FURTHERING OUTREACH 
During the previous year, we had initiated community visits in Gove; furthering 

outreach efforts within the nomad group.  We had conducted various activities 

including basic reading and writing workshops. This year, we have extended our 

outreach programs in Kalyan to cover two more contact points – one in Gove 

Toll Naka and the other at Patripul. At last count, SBT staff had registered 53 

Girls and 96 Boys. Several of the children that SBT reaches out to - through its 

contact points - have re-enrolled in school and / or regularly attend schooling 

sessions at SBT centres.  

SBT now has Contact Points at Shanti Nagar and Sai Baba Nagar at Kalwe, 

Kranti Nagar and at Durgawadi, Thane. Mostly being rag pickers who have either 

dropped out of school or attend irregularly our interactions with these children is 

on a daily basis, keeping education and hygiene as main areas of interactions.  

CAREERS PROJECT 
Supporting beneficiaries as their life aspirations evolve through their adolescent 

years, the Careers Project currently engages with 30 Youth. The Project helps 

develop perspective through Counselling Sessions, Mentor Programs, Vocational 

Guidance, Professional Development Courses, exposure visits, representation 

and eventually successful placement and subsequent monitoring. These 



individuals are either undergoing training or have been trained and are now 

employed. 

Some of our beneficiaries are growing up to be Chefs, Videographers, Fitness 

Trainers, Drivers, Store Assistants at Retail Outlets; Air Conditioning Mechanics; 

Film Editors; Call Centre Employees; Beauticians; Automobile Mechanics; 

Wiremen; Professional Dancers, Choreographers, and Trainers. 

Some of them are studying Tally, Desktop Publishing, Mobile Repairs, Fashion 

Design, and English Speaking.  

Some of the Organisations that support our Children: 

B Blunt; Bajaj Alliance Insurance; Café Coffee Day; Four Seasons Hotels; Indigo 

Restaurants; R M Pictures; Shiamak Davar‟s Institue for The Performing Arts;  

Sujaya Foundation; Vodafone; Whistling Woods International; Yuva Parivartan 

Building the ambit of the Project, we are exploring fresh avenues for skill 

training and employment placement as also expanded coverage of this program 

to a greater number of youth beneficiaries.   

 

Activity Number of 
Beneficiaries 

Children attending school/ college or being educated through NIOS, through our 

Centres  

321 

Children getting shelter in night shelters 171 

Small children (pre-schoolers) attending Balwadis 34 

Pardhi community children educated in schools in Solapur  65 

Youth helped for Vocational training, Job placements 33 

Youth from Grades 8, 9, 10 taken for exposure visits to various organisations 

 

85 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Education is not the learning of facts, but  

the training of the mind to think  

– Albert Einstein 



DONATION & SUPPORT 
The support we receive from various Individuals and Organisations enables us to 

carry out the activities of the Trust. These include donors and volunteers.  Our 

Donors support us from India and with the FCRA Certification, donors from 

different parts of the world are also able to support us. Information regarding 

our financial supporters is mentioned in the Annual Accounts enclosed herein.  

 

Thanking the People who helped Salaam Baalak Trust in its Journey…  
SBT is privileged to be benevolently supported by an increasing number of like-
minded people. 
If a Rotary Club of Bombay Malabar Hill donated study tables for all children and 

held Science Practical Workshops on Scientific Concepts; it took a Sankalp to 
help build awareness on de-addiction. Our staff is grateful to the Child Protection 

Unit which helped conduct Anti Child Labour Rescues; thereby rescuing child 
labourers. We are also grateful to various Rotary Clubs for their support, 
financial and otherwise.  

 

Some of the Corporates that have engaged with our children:  
ABP News; Blue Dart; Eisner Amper; HSBC;  TATAs; SWISS; Indigo Airlines; 
Firmenich Aromatics, KRYFS Power Components; T Connect and Vodafone, 
among others. 

 

Some of the members from the Social Sector that collaborated with SBT: 
Butterflies India; Dasra; GiveIndia; Pratham; Hamara Foundation; CCVC; CSSC; 
Royal Rajasthan Club; The Lighthouse Project 
 

Some of the Government Agencies that collaborated with SBT: 
Child Protection Unit; Department of Women and Child Development; Child 

Rights Commission; Integrated Child Protection Scheme; District Child Protection 
Unit; Municipal Corporation of Greater Mumbai - Nagar Vikas Vibhag; Juvenile 
Aid Protection Unit, Mumbai Police; Maharashtra Charity Commissioner.  

 

Special Associates: 
The office of the U.S. Consulate General finds special mention for their kind 
interactions with our Children. 
 

 

MEDICAL WELL-BEING, HEALTHCARE & NUTRITION 
Providing Special Diet and Nutrition through wholesome meals at the SBT 

centers the immunity of the Children was improved. Consequently, there was a 

reduced incidence of major medical intervention. Ensuring timely and effective 

medical treatment for the children in need, SBT worked closely with Rukmini 

Hospital; Kalyan, Kalwe Hospital; Holy Spirit Hospital and Cooper Hospital. The 

Chowpaty Centre reached out to Healthcare Centres in Charni Road. Serious 



cases are attended to, at Nair Hospital. Blood testing, dental care camps. 

Vaccination drives, fumigation sessions are organized by SBT in collaboration 

with hospitals, healthcare centres and private medical practitioners on a regular 

basis.  

The Health & Nutrition Project of Salaam Baalak Trust works towards 
development of homeless and street children of Mumbai and its suburbs.  We 
identify, counsel children and enrol them in various Programs that address 

Nutritional as well as their Health Care concerns. Towards these efforts, we 
engage with the community, counselling them on various key issues such as 

Hygiene and Health Care, Education, Implementation of Nutritional as well as 
Special Diet Programs; Medical Camps; Regular Medical Care; Age Appropriate 
Vaccinations etc. 

 
 

Working since 1989, with thousands of children over the years, within the age 

group of 3 to 18 years, The Nutrition & Health Care Project (2015 – 16) currently 

benefits around 500 children enrolled at various Shelters and Day-care Centres. 

They are cared for and monitored by a staff of qualified professionals and 

certified Social Workers. They have access to quality Nutrition, Hygiene and 

Personal Health Care.  In cases of Hospitalisation, we involve families of the 

beneficiaries by supporting them with Lodging, Boarding and reimbursement of 

incidental expenses. This has a manifold benefit in holistic Health Care and 

Recuperation. 

Starting out with Demographic Community Surveys in 1989 and subsequent 

identification of Community Needs, we currently (2015-16) address the Nutrition 

and Healthcare Needs of around 500 children. School Absenteeism due to 

Medical Issues is at minimal levels due to the demonstrated benefits of these 

efforts. 

 

Nutrition and Healthcare Needs Progress: All Children have easy access to 

counselling, professional medical consultation, potable water and sanitation, 

complete balanced meals, Special Nutritional Diets and Medical Care. 

Participation as well as Excellence in Extra Curricular Activities as well as Cultural 

and Sports Activities has accordingly shown major increase 

 

ADVOCACY 
Issues related to street children would be central to all our Policy, Research, 

Advocacy and Documentation. Various aspects pertaining to the problems of 

street children, legal provisions related to them, responsibilities and duties of the 

civil society, populate the roster. 

SBT regularly organizes workshops on child abuse, child protection and sexual 

abuse and ensures that all staff are well trained and educated and adequately 

equipped to serve the interests of the children well. Additionally, SBT works with 

the local communities and local Juvenile Aid Protection Unit - Mumbai Police, in 



demarcated areas towards maintaining a low rate of juvenile delinquency within 

the area. 

 

THE SOLAPUR PROJECT 
The Solapur Project of Salaam Baalak Trust works towards holistic development 
of the children of the Pardhi Community.  We identify, counsel children of the 

Pardhi community and rehabilitate them from Mumbai to Solapur. Towards these 
efforts we engage with the community, counselling them on various key issues 

such as Family Planning, Hygiene and Health Care, Education, Skill 
Development, Implementation of Anti Begging Programs, Extra-Curricular 
Activities, Sports Training, Cultural Education, Field Trips etc.  These children 

periodically return to live with their families during school vacations. 
 

Starting out in 2007 with 40 children (within the age group of 6 to 15 years) 

staying and studying in Tribal Welfare Department Ashram schools, the Project 

has come a long way. There are currently over 100 children staying at Salaam 

Baalak Trust‟s Shelter in Nanaj. Enrolled in Private Schools, they are safely 

transported to and from the Schools by our Buses and are cared for, by a staff of 

qualified professional teachers and Social Workers. They receive quality 

Nutrition, Clothing, School Uniforms, Hygiene and Personal Health Care.    

There are 3 Marathi medium schools about 2 kms away and 1 English medium 

school and a hospital at a distance of 3 kms.   

 

CHILDLINE 
Working closely with ChildLine, CWC, Police officials and other governmental 

authorities SBT seeks to enhance literacy levels of children in distress as well as 

to rescue children forced into beggary. Towards this, various awareness 

programs are conducted at schools, communities, bus and auto rickshaw stands, 

police stations, and hospitals among other similar locations.  

 

CHILD DEVELOPMENT KHAZANA 

An initiative by Butterflies, Child Development Khazana (CDK) Program is built on the 

tenets of “Empowering children based on the principle of Democratic Participation” 

 

The CDK program helps spread awareness about how to save money for the future and 

how to spend in the present. With a large number of our beneficiaries living in slums or 

on the streets, they earn money selling small items at traffic lights and other such 

locations. The parents as well as the children are made aware about CDK, child rights 

and CHC, encouraged to inculcate the habit of Savings on a regular basis as also develop 

financial management skills. The money thus saved is banked by SBT - on behalf of the 

beneficiaries. The interest is given out on a yearly basis. The CDK program helps to build 

a child‟s self-confidence as the child is aware that the money is saved for future usage. 

The encouragement from the parents so as to save up also is a positive. Children are 



more aware about how to handle their money well. They also evaluate their decisions 

before spending money. 

Usually, members save money for festivals, birthdays, religious pilgrimage and/or to buy 

stocks of toys or raw materials to make goods - which they sell at a profit on the streets. 

Members also take advances for welfare and development. The Coordinator takes regular 

meetings - to check accounts and discuss with members on methods to manage their 

finances. Members are also provided guidance on opportunities to cultivate a habit of 

saving. 

Child Health Cooperative (CHC), a part of CDK, is a program which is helping children 

take better physical and mental care of themselves. They are made aware about health 

and hygiene, first aid treatment, awareness about malaria, dengue and how to adopt 

preventive measures.  Through CHC the children have learned about good eating habits. 

Proper sanitation is also taught to them. They spread this knowledge amongst their 

families and peers. In case of emergency, they know how to take care of the initial care 

and are also aware about how to use the First- Aid. A body is appointed in all SBT 

centres which administers first aid in critical situations. 

 

  

 

GOVERNMENTAL INTERACTION 
SBT sees active and regular engagement with governmental officers, including 

High Court Committees, BMC Commissioners, Child Protection Personnel, ICPS 

Personnel - who monitor SBT‟s progress and functioning. Such officials often visit 

SBT centres, conduct inspections and examine the accuracy of accounts and 

records that are being maintained as per existing guidelines and also evaluate 

the extent to which, suggestions made by these officials are being incorporated.  

FUTURE PLANS 
With Street Children at the heart of our work, it remains essential that our 

interventions effectively address grassroots level key issues that affect these 

children while ensuring sustainability. Towards this, we are further building the 

SBT safety net of opportunities to integrate children in distress towards 

Mainstream Society. We are aspiring to expand our footprint of Contact Points, 

Night Shelters, Day Care Centres; as well as Partnering of Development 

Programs with Government Agencies, Non-Government Organisations, 

Corporates as well as Select Members of Society. Our After Care Shelter for 

grown up beneficiaries and the Girls‟ Open Night Shelter are among the 

significant 

projects 

that are on 

the anvil. 

 

 
 
 

“Reach high, for stars lie hidden in you.  

Dream deep, for every dream precedes the goal.”  

»Rabindranath Tagore 

 



 
 

Some of the Stars that Light up The SBT Sky: 
 

 All stakeholders rallied around little Keshav when he successfully 

auditioned for Hollywood‟s “Lion”. Sharing screen space with the likes of 

Dev Patel and Nicole Kidman, Keshav received tremendous widespread 

support from the Government Agencies for issuance of a valid Passport to 

the Team behind the Movie. A 10 Year long term Bank Fixed Deposit has 

been made from the financial support that Keshav received. 

 

 When Manoj More secured an admission on merit to an Architecture 

Course, Ex Trustee Dottie Wagle covered the cost of Manoj's education.  

His XII class fees, tutorials and entrance exam fees for Architecture is 

Rs.80,000/- 

 

 Narendra Kumar Ahmed held painting workshops with the Children to 

develop an exclusive range of Designer wear. The workshops eventually 
culminated in a Special Evening with Patrons of SWISS Airlines walking 
the ramp in these creations and generating significant funds for SBT‟s 

programmes.  
 

 Our young volunteer Iyanah Bativala, daughter of Sooni Taraporevala 
Bativala (scriptwriter of Salaam Bombay! amongst many other films and 

long time supporter of SBT), organised and conducted a photography 
workshop bringing professional photographers into Salaam Baalak Trust to 

orient the children in the basics of photography.  Thanks to TATAs who 
bought them 5 point & shoot cameras and a desktop computer and to 
Mazda who donated the prints for free.  A unique and very special 

exhibition of photographs by the children of SBT was held at Goethe 
Institut (Max Mueller Bhavan). 

 

 The children who participated in musical production MAHATMA, got an 

opportunity to meet with Honourable Governor of Maharashtra 

Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao. They also got to play in the garden at the 

Governor‟s Residence. 

 

 We are very fortunate to have a dedicated and sincere volunteer Pritam 

Parab, who, along with his team, has been training our Kalyan Centre 

children in Judo since many years.  With the hard work and skills of the 

coaches and children, the kids have participated in several judo 

competitions and won medals.  Some have gone up to the district and 

some even up to the state level. 

 

 



 Our children and staff of the Child Development Khazana were felicitated 

on “Aaj ki Raat hai Zindagi” - A programme telecast on Star Plus 

Television Channel. The programme was hosted by Mr Amitabh Bachchan. 

 

 Mohammad excelled in a Bhagwat Gita reading competition in Sanskrit; 

held by sanskar vardhane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Details of Board of Trustees of 

Salaam Baalak Trust 

2015-16 

Name Position Occupation Address Contact 

number 

Educational 

Qualificatio

n 

Zarin 

Gupta 

Chairperson Psychotherapist 

and Counselor 

46-47 Coppersmith 

Street, Garothman 

Building ( Bomanji 

House), Dockyard, 

Mazgaon, Mumbai  

400010 

9820286582 B.Sc. 

Predoctorate 

Rekha 

Maskara 

Trustee Psychologist/ 

Social worker 

Prabhat Building, 

10th floor, 

Bhulabhai Desai 

Road, Mumbai 400 

026 

9820028210 B.A. 

Psychology 

Pratima 

Jamwal 

Trustee Psychotherapist 

and Counselor 

601/B, Foreshore 

Apts, Juhu Tara Rd, 

Santacruz west. 

Near Sea Princess 

Hotel, Mumbai – 

400049 

9820120713 MPSW from 

TISS, B.A. 

Psychology 

Sweta 

Zaveri 

Treasurer Trustee, Aarav 

Charitable Trust 

(for educational and 

medical assistance) 

Laxmi Vilas, 2nd 

Floor 

87, Napeansea 

Road 

Above State Bank 

of India, Mumbai – 

400006 

9821218473 BA 

Pritti 

Kumar 

Trustee Consulting 

Editor & Events 

Curator 

12, Jenkins House, 

2nd Floor, Henry 

Road, Mumbai - 

400001 

9820041966 Master of 

Arts, French 

and 

Linguistics 

 

 


