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Action for Autism  
 
AFA is a non-profit organization that has pioneered the movement for autism in South Asia. 
Founded in 1991 and formally establised in 1994, AFA has spearheaded education, training, 
research, policy and advocacy issues to support the rights of children and adults with autistic 
spectrum disorders and multiple mental disabilities. 
 
AFA’s Vision  
 
A society that views the interdependence of people of every ability as valuable and enriching 
and seeks to provide equal opportunities for all. 
 
AFA’s Mission 
 
To facilitate a barrier free environment; to enable the empowerment of persons with autism and 
their families; and to act as a catalyst for change that will enable persons with autism  live as 
fully participating members of the community. 
 
 
 
ACTION FOR AUTISM OVERVIEW 
 
In the 1980’s autism was virtually unheard of in India, diagnosis of autism was rare, 
misdiagnosis was common, and there was little information or services available.  
 
AFA began in 1991 as a parent support group, with a focus on spreading awareness and 
understanding of autism. In 1994, AFA began providing counselling services, specialised 
education and training for parents and professionals. March 1994 saw the start of ‘Open Door,’ 
the first special school for children with autism in South Asia and April the launch of a journal -- 
Autism Network. With overwhelming response to these initiatives the decision was taken to 
formally register Action For Autism in 1994. To address the paucity of trained professionals to 
teach children with autism and to cater to the increasing demand for its services, AFA initiated a 
Teacher Training Program, which has today become a training program recognised by the 
Rehabilitation Council of India.  
 
Most importantly, AFA started the process of addressing policy changes within the government, 
for the autism community. AFA gradually extended its activities to include parent empowerment 
and advocacy activities to promote legislative action to guarantee services and rights of persons 
with autism. AFA was instrumental in the inclusion of autism as a disability in the National Trust 
Act in 1999, and continues to lead the autism community in its efforts to include autism in 
primary disability legislation. A path breaking study of awareness of autism among medical 
professionals initiated the research activities of AFA in 1997-98. AFA is a founding member of 
the World Autism Organization, started in 1998, and continues to represent India within the 
world community. In 2000, AFA initiated the Mother-Child Intervention Program (now Parent 
Child Training Program), a model of intensive parent training for young children with autism. 
This was followed by an idea to set up a dedicated National Centre for Autism and the work 
began on that. 
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In September 2006, Mrs Sonia Gandhi formally launched the National Centre for Autism which 
acts as a national nodal organization to address needs critical to the development, growth and 
inclusion of persons with Autism Spectrum Disorders across the Indian community and 
providing support to fledging autism societies in India and South Asia. With this, AFA succeeded 
in placing autism firmly on the disability map of India and looks forward to the continued growth 
and success of the movement.  
 
 
OUR LOGO 

 
Autism organizations around the world have adopted the logo of the puzzle piece to symbolise 
how autism may ‘appear’ as a confusing, puzzling condition to those on the other side who do 
not understand autism; as though just one piece of the whole puzzle is missing. Of course we 
know that neither is autism a puzzle, nor do persons with autism consider themselves to be 
puzzles!  
 
We too, decided to retain the puzzle piece, however, our interpretation of it is quite different. As 
an organization we do not view having a child with autism to be a tragic or unfortunate situation 
for either the parents or the child to be in. It is a difficult, sometimes puzzling situation to live 
with, like many difficult situations in life, and for families in India, this difficulty is magnified by the 
paucity of services available. Despite this, we subscribe to a more positive perspective, and 
therefore, the little boy in our puzzle piece is not someone who is looking downwards or 
weeping. Instead, he is someone who is smiling and connecting with those around him. In our 
logo, we show this little boy partially emerging from the puzzle to represent that all people with 
autism can grow in their learning and development when the environment makes 
accommodations to support their learning.  
 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
What is Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) ?  
 
Autism is a very complex neurological condition. Most commonly appearing during the first three 
years of life. Autism impacts the normal development of the brain in the areas of social 
interaction and communication skills. Children and adults with autism typically have difficulties in 
verbal and non-verbal communication, social interactions, and leisure or play activities. Autism 
may occur alone or with accompanying disorders such as mental retardation, cerebral palsy, or 
seizures.  
Although the characteristics of autism are generally evident in the first few years of life, the 
condition can go undetected or misdiagnosed for many years especially in those who are more 
verbal and for whom the symptoms are more subtle. Autism is as common in India as it is 
elsewhere in the world, and makes no distinction between rich and poor. In India, awareness 
about autism is not increasing at the same pace as elsewhere in the world and many children 
are still being misdiagnosed.  
 
What causes Autism ?  
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Autism has no single cause. It has been established that autism is a neurological disorder that 
affects the functioning of the brain, however, the exact cause or causes have not yet been fully 
identified.  
 
Autism has a genetic component, but research in this area and others is ongoing. What is 
known is that social factors cannot cause autism. Factors such as hitting the child; postpartum 
depression; inability to spend adequate time or give attention to the child; a mother working 
outside the home are all unrelated to the cause of autism.  
 
Is there a cure?  
 
Autism is considered a lifelong condition and there is no ‘cure’. However, children with autism 
are now being integrated and mainstreamed. With early, accurate diagnosis, and appropriate, 
and intensive intervention, people with autism can make significant progress and live productive 
lives.  
 
Who is affected by ASD?  
 
Based on current prevalence estimates from the Centre for Disease Control, 1 in 68 children 
have autism. This makes autism the third most common developmental disorder, more common 
than Down’s syndrome. Given the population of India, this means a staggering number of 
children and families are impacted by the disorder, and diagnosis in our country is increasing at 
a rapid rate.  
Autism is not a Western disorder – it occurs in all parts of India, irrespective of background, 
religion or class. Family income, lifestyle and educational levels do not affect the chance of 
occurrence. 80% of those diagnosed with autism are boys.  
 
“Action for what?”  
To the ‘man on the street’- whatever his age, class or occupation -‘autism’ remains an alien 
word. “Action for what?” they ask us. Yet, over two decades that Action for Autism has been in 
operation, we have witnessed a phenomenal increase in awareness and the understanding of 
autism. Consequently, there has been a steep increase in the number of children receiving a 
diagnosis of autism. Certainly, the demand on our services has never been greater.  
 
 
 
REACH  2015-16 
 
Diagnosis and Functional Assessments: 98 
Open Door Program: 30 
Parent Child Training Program: 33 
Aakaar- Early Intervention School Readiness Program-07 
Educational Intervention Program: 1028 
Sensory Integration Program: 1174 
Centre Based Home Program: 192 
AadharVocational Training Centre: 13 
Teachers Trained in the Diploma Program: 31 
People trained through workshops: 1470 
Visitors to Website: 91,360 
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No of Autism Net Work mailed-12182 
Inclusive co curricular activities-73 
Handwriting Programme-3 

 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 2015-16 
April 2015 
Autism Awareness Jamboree (AAJ) was organized on 2 April World Autism Awareness Day at 
Amphitheatre, India Habitat Centre. In AAJ an art carnival was organized for children from 
special as well as mainstream schools form Delhi and NCR. There was also a free 
multidisciplinary consultancy camp by professionals at the same venue 
Celebrate Diversity: Celebrate Autism the Annual Day of Open Door special school was 
celebrated with joy and enthusiasm. Every children went on stage and performed in skits and a 
play 
Views from Planet Autism 2015 – a group art show by the persons who are on spectrum was 
held at Open Palm Court Gallery,India Habitat Centre.Total 29 artists from all over India  and 
one from Germany participated in the art show 
AFA participated in Rahagiri at Gurgaon organized by Dept of Empowerment of Persons with 
Disabilities, MSJE 
 
AFA organized a flash mob at select city walk. 
Merry Spoke on Employment: The Autism Advantage at the UN on World Autism Awareness 
Day at New York US 
Merry Barua and Sudhanshu Grover attended the ‘Capacity Building Workshop on Parent Skills 
Training for Developmental Disorders’ from 7-10 April 2015 at WHO Headquarters, Geneva. 
 
(The World Health Organization along with Autism Speaks intends to start an effective and 
evidence based Parent Skill Training (PST) program. The program can be used in low resource 
settings and can be delivered by non specialists. The program will later be available free for 
use. This program will be a part of the already existing WHO’s mental health program-mhGAP. 
The WHO proposes to do the Pre-pilot and Pilot study of the above in 2015-2016, in several 
countries all over the world. Action for Autism plans to culturally adapt the PST program and do 
the pre-pilot and pilot study). 
 
Indrani Sudhanshu and Neena conducted a workshop for parents and professionals at ShriRam 
School Aravali Gurgaon  
 
May 2015 
AFA Annual Day- Celebrate Diversity: Celebrate Autism 
AFA was invited to get empanelled as training partners with Dept of Empowerment of Persons 
with Disabilities MSJE. 
 
Merry received INSAR Advocate Award 2015 for her unwavering commitment to 
supporting individuals with autism and their families- first in India and now around the 
world. 
 
Nidhi also went to salt Lake City, US  to attent IMFAR 
 
June 2015 
Preeti conducted a Training Programme for special educators and Govt school teachers 
organised by SSA Punjab 
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July 2015 
Merry was invited  to participate as a facilitator in a Master Trainers Workshop: Making Inclusion 
Work. The main objective of the five-day workshop is to train master trainers from across India 
on inclusive teaching and learning practices organized by The World Bank 
In the same workshop,Merry was also invited to co-facilitate a full-day training on —teaching 
students with autism. Using the new modules, especially on Making Inclusion Work for children 
with autism,  
 
She was also requested to prepare power point presentations or any other training material that 
would help master trainers, and later teachers, to develop the awareness and skills required for 
effective inclusion of children with developmental disabilities in regular mainstream classrooms.   
 
Earlier In (Dec 2014) Merry  helped  prepare  the training module which aimed to equip master 
trainers with the knowledge needed, and help them organize teacher training opportunities in 
their respective states. 
 
Sudhanshu, Merry and Preeti conducted a workshop on Towards an inclusive Society organised 
by Lemon Tree Hotel and spoke on Sensitization,collaboration, Prevocational Trg etc 
 
Preeti did an inspection visit at Piplani Bhopal organised by RCI 
 
Merry contributed in  two day Pre Planning Workshop on Adaption of Brakha Series for 
Universal Access  as an expert organised by Dept of Education of Groups with Special Needs  
in technical collaboration with UNICEF. It was a MHRD supported initiative for making learning 
resources available in accessible formats. 
 
Reeta and Baba attended a workshop on Strategic role of NGOs in CSR intervention organized 
by PHD Chamber 
Merry contributed in Two day Pre Planning Workshop on Adaptation of Barkha Series for 
Universal Access.   
The Department of Education of Groups with Special Needs, at NCERT, in technical 
collaboration with UNICEF, is embarking on this MHRD-supported initiative for making learning 
resources available in accessible formats.   
 
Sanchita Basu a special Educator visited AFA 
August 2015 
Merry was one of the penalists in the  Conference  "Understanding the Myriad Dimensions of 
Children" organised by The Bitty Oberoi Foundation. 
 
Merry participated in the second round of the WHO- Gate exercise to develop a WHO model list 
of top 50 Priority Assistive Products 
 
Merry was invited to speak on the Panel discussion on "Employment: The Autism Advantage" 
co-organized by the Permanent Missions of Bangladesh, Bulgaria, Denmark, Israel, Peru, 
Poland, the Republic of Korea and Sri Lanka, organized by the Department of Public 
Information (DPI) and the Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA), Global Compact 
and the Specialist People Foundation. 
 
Aadhaar's products have been uploaded on this website for sell 
websitehttp://indiameetsindia.org/partners/Action-For-Autism 
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Merry participated in a seminar  on Interdisciplinary Approaches to Disability Studies organised 
by Lady Irwin College 
 
Sept 2015 
Preeti and Indrani conducted a 5 days workshop on Autism Nature and Needs,Behaviour 
Modification,Enhancing Communication skills and Teaching Children with Autism  at Ability 
Bhutan 
 
Sudhanshu conducted a workshop on Issues related to facilitating communication and 
managing behaviours among Autistic Children organised by Dept of Human 
Development,Childhood studies, Lady Irwin College. 
 
Aayushi attended a meeting of National Trust on registered organisations organised by Muskan 
-SNAC 
 
Abhay Nath Shah (ripal’s father) attended a workshop where  Shri R. Venugopal Nair, SNAC 
Coordinator, shared  his experience regarding Kollam Model of LLC - functioning and  
appointment of legal guardian, importance of field visit, etc.   
Merry  was the resource person of workshop on the Autism and Cerebral Palsy Update by 
Autism Society West Bengal, (in partnership with?)Nilratan Sarkar Medical College and National 
Medical College Kolkata 
 
Nidhi presented a research paper at APAC Australia  
Oct 2015 
Preeti and Merry conducted a workshop on Adolescent Issues and Employment of Persons with 
Autism organised by Tanay Foundation Ahemedabad 
 
Merry conducted a workshop on Adapting Barkha Series for Children with Autism organised by 
NCERT 
 
Merry gave a lecture on Inclusive Education for teachers of directorate of education in a talk 
organized by NCERT 
 
Merry  was the keynote speaker on Inclusive Education during the round square conference  
hosted by Genesis Global School . (170 students from 14 schools across India and the Middle 
East participated along with their teachers) 
Col Baba attended the 4th Global Summit on CSR organised by the PHD Chamber of 
Commerce . 
 
Indrani  interacted with Parents on inclusive Education  at Sanskriti School. 
Nov 2015 
 Merry presented on Circles of Support at the Interenational Week at Dortmund University 
Germany 
 
Merry Barua and Nidhi Singhal attended a meeting on Accessible India Campaign organised by 
Dept of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, MSJE 
 
Merry  attended a stake holder consultation with NGOs that involvs the discussion to take inputs 
of various NGO members to develop accessibility index for corporates for development of 
PWDs 
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Launch of National Trust's new website.AFA staff and trainees attended 
 
Preeti, Sudhanshu and Merry attended a workshop on Adapting Barkha Series for Children with 
autism organised by NCERT 
 
Preeti Siwach conducted six months Trainings from  May 2015 to Nov 2015 on Open 
Employment in collaboration with Lemon Tree Hotal. Three adults with autism(Aditya Mehta, 
Nikhil Puri and Devesh Kumar) received training of Open Employment at Lemon Tree Hotal 
Aerocity.All three adults  successfully completed their training at Lemon Tree Hotel.Preeti 
Siwach was the .job coach who used to go to Lemon Tree Hotel and provide necessary support 
in actual work environment 
Aditya Mehta was offered a job after completion of his training and successfully working in 
Lemon Tree Hotel as  Guest Service Associate- House Keeping 
 
Dec 2015 
The final RPDB was sent to the Cabinet by the Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment on 
26th of November, 2015. But for some reasons this matter has not received the kind of urgent 
attention of the Government that it  deserves.So,a  a Candle Light Vigil was organized on 
Saturday, 19thDecember at Jantar Mantar at 4 pm.  
 
Merry Barua was invited as an expert in a consultative meeting on Expanding Opportunities for 
Differently Abled Women and discussed issues and challenges faced by differently abled 
women and recommend strategies for their mainstreaming organised by National Commission 
for Women 
 
Col Baba attended a workshop on Design Thinking organised by Smile Foundation 
 
Merry Barua  served as the jury for the Limca Book of Records People of the Year Awardees 
 
Col Baba and Deepak attended the official launch of  Accessible India Campaign by Department 
of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities (DEPwD) , Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment  
 
Action For Autism was appointed as the NGO Member of the Local Level Committee,South East 
District under the Chairperson the Deputy Commissioner of South East District New Delhi in 
March 2013 vide their constitution order No.NT/LLC/Delhi/South East Delhi/10(9). 
 
 
Jan 2016 
Prof Dr Tara Lavelle of Tufts Medical Center, an expert on policy issues, interviewed Merry 
Barua for the WISH 2016 Forum on Autism. 
 
Merry Barua one of the 10 social entrepreneurs featured in the book- Indian Women 
Entrepreneurs by Sage  Publications. 
 
Preeti Siwach conducted a workshop on Understanding Autism and Teaching Children with 
Autism organised by Sarva Siksha Abhiyan, Jammu and Kashmir. 
 
Action For Autism was appointed as the NGO Member of the Local Level Committee, South 
East District by National Trust 
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AFA conducted six months training programme on open employment in collaboration with 
Lemon Tree Hotel, Aero city New Delhi. Three adults with autism enrolled for training and all of 
them successfully completed their training .Preeti Siwach was the job coach who provided 
regular support to the adults in actual work environment (Lemon Tree Hotel).One adult- Aditya 
Mehta was offered a job in the same hotel as Guest Support Associate –House Keeping. 
 
Bhanu Pande and Merry Barua attended the National Conference on Special Abilities –
 Breaking down the Barriers: Role of Industry .On the same occasion the DIY booklet on 
Inclusion –Breaking Down the Barriers was unveiled by Shri Thaawarchand Gehlot, Minister for 
Social Justice and Empowerment at the Special Session.  
 
AFA conducted a workshop Empowering the child with autism for parents and professional at 
Action for Autism. 
 
Merry Barua conducted a workshop on Challenges of Adolescents: Behavior, Sexuality and 
Learning Strategies organised by Association of Parents of Persons with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders, West Bengal. 
 
Preeti Siwach and Merry Barua conducted a three day workshop on Transition Planning for 
Adolescents with Autism organised by Forum for Autism Mumbai. 
 
Republic Day was celebrated at AFA. Students of Open Door special school did march past and 
sang songs. They also said about importance of Republic Day 
 
Feb 2016 
 
Indrani Basu and Merry Barua conducted a four day workshop on, Understanding the Culture of 
Autism, Sensory Differences- Impact and Strategies, Some rules of thumb when interacting with 
persons with autism, Deconstructing Behaviour , Making Learning Motivating, Teaching 
Techniques for Effective Learning, Assistive Methods and Strategies, Learning Foundational 
Skills Including Communication and Cognitive Skills, Play and Leisure Skills and Independence 
in Self Help Skills ,Changing Challenging Behaviours  for parents and professionals in Dhaka. 
The workshop was organised by the Institute for Paediatric Neurodisorders and Autism, 
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University. On the last day Indrani Basu and Merry Barua 
conducted a hands on training customised specifically for the needs of special educators 
 
Philine Kriependorf a German student in International Business at Copenhagen Business 
School interviewed Merry Barua for her research about women entrepreneurs in India 
 
Merry Barua was invited as a member of the advisory committee for the International 
Conference on Education for Sustainable Development: Empowering individuals with Multiple 
Disabilities organised by National Institute of Empowerment of Persons with Multiple Disabilities 
Merry Barua conducted a workshop on Challenges of Adolescents: Behaviour, Sexuality and 
Learning Strategies  organised by Association of Parents of Persons with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders West Bengal 
March 2016 
 
Merry Barua was invited as an expert in a shareholder dialogue on Accessibility Index for 
Corporates organised by Federation Indian Chambers of Commerce and Industries and 
Department of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, Ministry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment 
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Merry Barua participated in a meeting of the experts committee to look in to the issues related to 
projects under Deen Dayal Upadhyay Rehabilitation Scheme.  
 
Students of Open Door participated in Goody Bag picnic organized by Society for Child 
Development 
 
AFA started a Soft SkillsTraining Programme for adults with autism. This is a three month 
programme .Total five adults enrolled in the programme and the objective of the programme is 
to prepare them for working in open employment 
 
Preeti Siwach conducted a sensitization programme on autism for the staff members of the Taj 
Sats hotel and spoke on What We Can do to Make Autistic Persons Comfortable to Work in 
Open Employment and Help Them 
 
Preeti Siwach and Merry Barua attended International Conference on Innovative Practice in 
Management of Persons with Special Needs. Merry was the chair for the session on Autism and 
Preeti presented a paper on Transition Planning from Adolescence to Adulthood 
 
Col T.N Baba and Deepak Verma attended the launch of Inclusiveness and accessibility Index 
at Vigyan Bhawan organized by Dept of Empowerment of Persons with Disabilities, MSJE 
 
Merry Barua contributed in the Assessment of Priority Assistive Products for persons with 
disabilities organised by WHO 
Students  of Open Door celebrated holi at AFA  
 
 
AFA PROGRAM AND ACTIVITIES 
 
All AFA programs is brings about changes that will enable society to be inclusive of persons 
with special needs and in particular of persons with autism. 
AFA has grown from a small initiative to a broad-based centre, serving families from across 
India and beyond. We offer a wide range of clinical and intervention services, engage in critically 
important issues related to legal rights for people with autism and other disabilities, raise 
awareness of autism, help improve diagnostic practices, engage in research activities, train 
parents and professionals, and disseminate information. AFA’s Programs cater to families 
across all social and economic groups. Economically disadvantaged children are supported by 
sponsorships. In the following sections we provide an overview of our main services and 
activities and highlights from the year 2015-16.  
 
OPEN DOOR CLINICAL SERVICES 
 
Action For Autism (AFA) offers a range of clinical services to address the needs of those 
families who can attend Programs on a regular basis, as well as those, who for various reasons 
might only be able to visit the centre on a fortnightly basis or less. The latter could be families 
who live in far-flung areas of Delhi or in other parts of the country.  
 
Assessments 
 
All Programs start with an initial assessment of the child. Based on the child’s strengths, 
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behaviours, learning patterns, and training and the teaching methods best suited to him/ her, a 
plan is made keeping in mind the child’s current needs as well as the parents’ immediate 
concerns. 
AFA receives referrals from hospitals, private medical practitioners, schools, and through word 
of mouth. Families come from all parts of India: from Ladakh to Meghalaya, Kerala to Kashmir. 
Each year, we have a steady stream of NRIs who visit our centre for various services, sometime 
for those who are familiar with the services children receive in some other countries such as the 
U.S. and U.K., we are able to provide some perspective on the issues they face.  
 
 
 
OBJECTIVES  
 

 To provide assessments for early and complete diagnosis, therapy for children and 
adults with ASD  
 

 To collaborate with hospitals and medical professionals in developing appropriate and 
timely diagnostic services  
 

 To assess individual child’s functional skill areas  
 

 To provide a comprehensive sensory evaluation  
 
 
1.Diagnostic Assessments 
 
Screening and diagnostic assessments are made following detailed observations,  interactions 
with the child, as well as comprehensive interviews with the family members for children ages 
16 months upwards.  
Assessment for adults is based on an extensive interaction with the person him/herself and if 
accompanied by a family member, then an interview with them. Clinical psychologists use 
internationally standardised diagnostic criteria (DSM 5) and a variety of standardised screening / 
diagnostic instruments including Modified Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (M-CHAT), Childhood 
Autism Rating Scale (CARS), Ritvo Autism Asperger’s Diagnostic Scale (RAADS) and Autism 
Diagnostic Observation Schedule (ADOS). Determining related disorders and differentiating 
ASD from other disorders is part of this process. Family members are provided with information 
on autism and services necessary to start intervention.  
 
2. Functional skills Assessments 
 
Autism is hallmarked by an uneven skill profile. Functional assessments provide insight into the 
current level of performance of the child in various skill areas including motor, communication and 
speech development, imitation skills, cognitive development, academic skills and activities of daily 
living. The assessment is made over multiple sessions through a series of direct work sessions with 
the child, observation and discussion with the family. Individualized Programs are prepared on the 
basis of functional assessments.  
Families as well as individuals frequently request a Functional Assessment following a Diagnostic 
Assessment to determine next course of action. 
 
3. Occupational and Sensory Assessment 
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A detailed assessment is made by obtaining a sensory profile through a comprehensive 
evaluation of the child using observation and feedback from parents. The assessment provides 
a base for all subsequent interventions for the child. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Diagnostic services and functional assessments for children-98 
Sensory Assesment-68 
 
Intervention Programs 
 
Through its various intervention Programs, AFA offers an eclectic mix of indigenous 
methodologies alongside TEACCH, ABA, VBA, various forms of Assisted and Augmentative 
Communication including PECS, Social Stories, among others. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES  
 

 To  teach independent functioning to children with autism  
 To teach functional communication and functional academics to children with autism 
 To help children with autism lead an independent daily life 

 
1.The Open Door  Day Program (ODDP) 
 
Open Door Day Program serves as a model for replication. The school is used to develop 
indigenous strategies as well as to test, modify, and adapt training techniques gathered from 
around the world to the Indian community it serves . 
30 students receive an emphasis on building basic interaction skills, pre-learning, pre-reading and 
writing skills and concept building. Alongside, the child’s abilities to work independently and 
interpret instructions in a general environment are developed and strengthened. Gradually, 
children learn independent work behaviours that enable them to learn vocational skills. The over-
riding focus of all teaching is on developing communication and social skills. Children, who are 
ready, move on to mainstream classrooms. The program combines group activities and one-on-
one teaching, as well as music therapy, computer, sensory integration and physical training.  
 
Open Door constantly endeavours to expose students to different social experiences such as 
community education Program, community visits etc. 
 
Celebration for festivals and important days form an integral part of AFA’s philosophy. 
Children celebrated Annual Day,Republic Day, Holi,Janmastami, Rakhi,Teachers’ Day,Children’s  
Day,Eid,Diwali Christmas with joy and enthusiasm. 
 
2.Parent Child Training Program (PCTP) 
 
PCTP is a parent empowerment program that serves as a model for replication, the PCTP with 
each program running over 10 to 12  weeks period. A group of approximately 15 to 20 parents 
train together with their child, under the guidance of experienced, trained therapists. The PCTP 
gives parents the tools to understand their child and the child’s autism, and changes their attitude 
to disability. It seeks to maximize the benefits of the time that a parent spends with his/her child, 
teaching focused one-on-one intervention tailored individually to each child and taking into 



13 
 

account the child’s strengths, emerging skills and weakest skill areas. The Program prepares 
children to join educational setups on their return. Children as young as 18 months flagged for 
autism during their screening are a part of the PCTP. 
 
3.Aakaar- Early Intervention School Readiness Program 
 
Aakaar program is an intensive child- centred, play-based and family focused program. Aakaar 
runs twice a year, for a period of approximately 18-22 weeks. Children as young as 18 months 
to the age of 6 years together with their mothers are a part of this program. Parents’ 
participation helps them to understand their child and assist them to learn and generalize  
various skills. 
The program period is divided into 3 sub sessions (each sub-session is for a duration of 6-8 
weeks). During the first two sub-sessions, in addition to one on one intervention and one on one 
play times there are several activities that are conducted in group settings. The focus of all 
activities is to broadly enhance attending skills, communication and language skills, cognitive, 
motor skills and self-help skills.  
During the last sub-sessions, the program simulates a classroom. There are group activities and 
group playtimes.  The focus of the last sub-session is for the children to follow group 
instructions, comply with daily routines of classrooms, attend and respond in a group in addition 
to learning social and friendship skills. 
The program incorporates elements of interaction-based interventions, including,Applied 
Behavioral Analysis, Verbal Behavioral Analysis, and Structured Teaching.  
The child’s progress is monitored by taking data daily and evaluating it weekly. 
 
 
4. Educational Intervention Program - Early Intervention and Beyond 
 
A special educator works one-on-one with the child one or more times a week as 
determined by the parents. Parents are encouraged to observe such sessions, which are 
followed by a discussion on the child’s general progress as well as any issues, so that the 
work can be continued at home. This ongoing Program is attended by children in regular 
schools needing support, children preparing for mainstream schooling, children in special 
needs setups requiring additional support, children who are being home schooled, and 
children who for a variety of reasons are not receiving any special education inputs.  
 
5.Inclusive Education Facilitation and Support 
 
AFA facilitates inclusion of children into regular classrooms. Once placed in a mainstream 
classroom, AFA continues to support children in their communication, social and learning skills 
to negotiate the mainstream classroom. Simultaneously we work closely with parents and the 
school to provide supports to the child. 
 
6.Social Communication Program – Bubbles 
 
Children functionally more able and based in mainstream schools often find it difficult to 
follow group instructions, comply with daily routines of classrooms like taking out notebooks, 
copying from the blackboard, sitting during transitions, waiting for their turn in classroom 
activities, ask for help and even provide answers to questions they may know. To address 
such difficulties commonly faced by children with autism in mainstream schools, this weekly 
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program simulates classroom situations through fun activities and builds upon social skills 
necessary to interact with peers and adults.  
 
7.Inclusive Co-curricular Activities 
 
Proximity and exposure leads to awareness, understanding and eventual acceptance. 
AFA has introduced a series of intervention for typically developing children and those 
with autism to build upon leisure time skills in close proximity. Two of these initiatives 
include computer and pottery sessions where children from the local government schools 
attend classes in small groups along with children with autism. The computer sessions 
focus on teaching basic computing skills, academic skills - math, vocabulary, leisure time 
activities such as listening to music, watching a movie and surfing the internet. Pottery 
sessions include activities ideal for addressing tactile and motor issues in addition to 
creativity. Clay work requires and strengthens hands functions that are also required in 
daily living activities.  
 
8.The Centre-Based Home Management Program 
 
Programs for Home Management are schedules and plans designed by parents and an AFA 
therapist together. Tailored to each family’s individual needs, the therapists provide 
structure for daily routines and activities that the family carries out with the child at home. 
The family returns for an update at predetermined intervals of a fortnight or more. The 
Program also gives families an opportunity to seek solutions to vexing issues of behaviours 
and learning of daily living skills. 
 
9.Extended Home Program for Out Station Families 
 
Families visit for an intensive three to five day program of observation hands-on sessions 
with the child, feedback and discussion with special educators, clinical psychologists, 
sensory integration therapists, and may include assessments and curriculum planning. 
Parents are encouraged to stay in touch to make modifications and implement additional 
skills. Families from throughout India and abroad receive this service.  
 
10.Occupational and Sensory Intervention 
 
The Program is available for those children where sensory issues interfere with learning and 
daily functioning. Areas of intervention include providing an individualized sensory diet, 
activities to develop life skills and hand functions and providing training and home based 
programs for parents. Sessions are usually a combination of table top and sensory activities.  
 
11.Handwriting Program 
 
Difficulties in sensory processing, sensory awareness and/or perceptual skills and lack of 
motivation are common reasons that usually lead to difficulties in writing problems among 
children with autism. The premise for the handwriting program is combining sensory 
activities with direct instructions. Groups of 4 - 5 children along with their parents participate 
in activities related to developing prewriting & writing skills under the guidance of a special 
educator and an occupational therapist.  
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
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The Open Door  Day Program (ODDP)-30 
Parent Child Training Program (PCTP)- 33 
Aakaar- Early Intervention School Readiness Program-7 
Educational Intervention Program -1028 

     Inclusive Co curricular activities-73 
     The Centre-Based Home Management Program and   
     Extended Home Program for Out Station Families - 192 
     Occupational and Sensory Intervention-1174 
     Handwritting Programme-1 

 
 
 
Adult Services 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 Train adults in vocational skills based on their strength interest and abilities that will 
eventually foster economic independence 

 Develop work behaviour, social skills and enhance Interpersonal Behaviour 
 Help enhance Functional Communication for Independent Functioning 
 Include a sense of achievement through the concept and experience of work 
 Run Supported Employment Program in order to enable adults to lead productive lives 
 Ultimately allow for the provision of a regular income to trained persons with autism 

working at Aadhaar, as income generating activities and self sustaining 
 
1.Aadhaar Vocational  Centre 
 
Aadhaar provides a specialised and supportive environment for people with autism aged 18 yrs 
onwards to learn skills that enable them to work in a vocational setting. The focus is on 
developing and strengthening functional communication, interpersonal skills, and also building 
awareness of current affairs, independent living skills such as shopping and cooking, training in 
vocational areas such as weaving, block printing, bag making and developing leisure skills.  
Functionally more able young adults with autism often have difficulties in understanding and 
coping with the dynamics of a work environment and may require additional assistance with 
these matters in order to find and keep a job.  
To facilitate the learning of skills needed in natural work environments, AFA provides an 
opportunity to train on the job. Depending on the functional skills of the young adult, he /she is 
assigned a job profile. AFA simulates work settings to provide intense training in relevant work 
skills. The Program also focuses on aspects such as building upon punctuality, regularity and 
maintaining consistency; coping with unpredictable changes in routines and structures and 
developing interpersonal skills with colleagues.  
 
The trainees at Aadhaar during the year enjoyed learning vocational skills along with social 
skills. They were provided with more practical work environment like listening to music, making 
conversation while working and practising the concept of sharing. 
 
Trainees continued sharpening their work skills and remained productively involved in various 
activities like stitching, weaving, envelop making,paper bag making, folder making and assisting 
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in office work. They received hands on experience of selling items such as chips and biscuits, 
bakery products at AFA canteen. 
They also tried their hands at cooking,baking painting diyas and pots, making rakhis, friendship 
bands, charts etc. specially during festival seasons and sold their creations at various events. 
 
This year Aadhaar participated  in many melas organised by Aircell, Blind Relief 
Association,Shaheed Bhagat Singh College,Nokia Noida,Aircel Gurgaon,HDFC Bank South 
Ex,Jeksons Noida ,Residents Welfare Association sector 8&9 Jasola Vihar etc.Shilpotsav at  
Dilli Hat,Surajkund Mela  and India International Trade fair helped get visibility not only for  
products made , but also created  awareness about  capability of people with autism. The centre 
also displayed and sold its products at various events organised by AFA. 
 
In many other events trainees of Aadhaar took part and some won prizes as well. 
 
Aadhaar continues to work at  cafeteria and bakery.The trainees have also been taught 
handling coffee machine, packing and lebelling bakery products etc.  
 
2. On the Job Training Program for Work Behaviours 
 
Adults with aspergers syndrome and high functioning people with autism too often face 
difficulties in understanding and coping with the dynamics of a work environment and may 
require additional assistance with these matters in order to find and hold a job. To facilitate the 
learning of skills needed in natural work environments, AFA provides an opportunity to train on 
the job. Depending on the functional skills of the young adult, the person is assigned a job 
profile. AFA simulates work settings to provide intense training in relevant work skills. The 
Program addresses punctuality, regularity , maintaining consistency; coping with unpredictable 
changes in routines and structures, self regulation, and developing interpersonal skills with 
colleagues. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Aadhaar Vocational Centre -13 
 
On the Job Training Program for Work Behaviours-5  
 
 
Family Support Services 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 Enable and empower families to develop and extend support services  
 To enable families to recoup their energies to help 

 
1. Family Counselling 

 
Family counselling soon after receiving a diagnosis, as well as at other critical phases such 
as approaching adolescence, can greatly broaden the parents' options of how to help their 
children, and can improve their ability to make positive, long term decisions by providing an 
opportunity to sort out factual information from misinformation. Specific issues addressed 
may relate to pressures and stress of parenting a child with autism, parenting the sibling of a 
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child with autism, living in a nuclear or joint family, second child issues. Appropriate coping 
strategies are discussed and developed with inputs from psychologists and medical 
professionals. Parents also receive referrals to schools and services elsewhere. 
 
2.Weekend Respite 
 
For parents working on Saturdays, families in crisis, or to simply give parents some time to 
attend to chores, catch a movie or complete their shopping, AFA offers weekend respite 
where children and young adults with autism spend a day with buddies and away from their 
parents. Youngsters practice daily living skills through activities like helping prepare lunch 
and cleaning up, lunching at a restaurant, as well as fun things like pool time and short 
outings.  
 
3.Holiday Camps 
 
A four-week summer camp is organized every year during the months of May-June for 
children and adults  with autism and their siblings. The camp focuses on building self-help 
and leisure time activities.  
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Afternoon and Weekend Respite care-13 
Family Counselling-192 
 
AAnnvvaayy  sscchhooooll  ooff  RReesseeaarrcchh  aanndd  TTrraaiinniinnggss  
  
OOBBJJEECCTTIIVVEESS  
  

 Empowering Parents through training which is the most effective long term, and economically 
viable means of maximising reach  

 Creating a body of informed and trained professionals to propagate effective and proven 
teaching methods  

 Developing specialised training for therapists  
  

1. 1.Research Activities 
The research team focussed on our ongoing projects including - 
Evaluation of an early intervention school readiness programme on young children with 
autism: The team conducted interviews and administered questionnaires to the mothers 
and the programme coordinators. Data was collected at the time of enrolment to the 
programme, then three months into the programme and then at the end of the six-month 
programme. The team is now analysing the data. 
  
           Evaluation of employment training for young adults with autism: The team 
administered   questionnaires with programme coordinators and collected data before 
the adults started their job trainings and then again at the time of completion of the 
three-months training. 
The data is currently being analysed. 
  
Translation and validation of autism screening & diagnostic tools: M CHAT-R/F & 
RAADS- R: The team completed translation and validation and data is being analysed. 
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The translated tools will be shared with all the professionals who were part of the study 
as well as with the authors of the respective tools. 
 
A peer-support group for typically developing siblings of individuals with ASD: 
A group of siblings participated in Awesome sibling meet-ups over the period of four 
months. The fun meetings were based on a sibling support group model focussing on 
understanding and enjoying their sibling with autism. Data (currently being analysed) 
was collected from siblings and parents, both, at the beginning and at the end of the 
programme to understand its effectiveness. 
 
Data from the different projects has been presented at various platforms by the research 
team at AFA as well as the UCLA partners. We have also published articles in peer 
reviewed scientific journals as well as AFA’s Autism Network December 2015 issue.  
 
 
 

 
2.Trainings 
 
 
 
AFA offers extensive practical hands-on full-length training such as the Diploma in Special 
Education (ASD) as well as CRE courses recognised by the Rehabilitation Council of India (RCI). 
Successful candidates who complete full length Teacher Training Programs receive placements in 
leadings regular schools and special needs organizations. We also conduct hands-on intensive 
professional development courses of varying durations for busy professionals who want intensive 
training, but cannot get leave to attend  year-long training Program.  
 

3.Short Trainings 
 
For last two decades AFA has conducted practical and interactive 1-4 day training workshops for 
parents and professionals. AFA also coordinates with leading international professionals to present 
on different topics. Just a few of these include: RDI, behavior modification, TEACCH, developing 
Individualized Education Plans, verbal behavior, AAC strategies, inclusive practices, neurological 
and behavioral aspects of the PDD, and sexual concerns.  
The AFA team presents training workshops throughout India, as well as neighbouring countries.AFA 
works in close partnership with schools and organisations in different regions in country and 
facilitates set up of services in their region. 
 

4.Resource Library and Information Service 
 
There is a dearth of information about autism in India. While the internet serves as a great source, 
the cost of books is prohibitive, preventing the majority of families from accessing information they 
would like. The AFA library hosts titles of current and relevant Indian and international books and 
journals and makes them available to users. The library also has a facility for parents and 
professionals to watch educational videos. For those outside of Delhi, the centre field requests for 
photocopies of permitted topics and compile packets as per individual needs. 
 
5.Continuing Education Trainings 
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AFA has a tradition of sending its staff for trainings and exposure visits as part of their 
continuing education training, to further their knowledge and expertise. AFA strives to 
accomplish these through its various partnerships.  
 

 

AFA TRAINING CALENDAR 2015-16 
 

Month Organised by Resource Person Event Event Title 
April 2015 World Health 

Organisation 
Merry Barua and 
Sudhanshu Grover 

Workshop Capacity Building 
Workshop on Parent Skills 
Training for Development 
Disorders  

April 2015 Shri Ram 
School 
Gurgaon 

Sudhanshu Grover 
and Indrani Basu 

Workshop Teaching a child with 
Autism-A workshop for 
parents and professionals 

April 2015 AFA Professionals of AFA Workshop Autism and 
Behaviours....Turning Bad 
to Good 

June 2015 SSA Punjab Preeti Siwach Training  Training programme for 
Special Educators 

July 2015 The World 
Bank 

Merry Barua Workshop Master Trainers 
Workshop:Making Inclusion 
Work 

July 2015 AFA Professionals of AFA Workshop Empowering my Child:A 
training for Parents 

July 2015 Lemon Tree 
Hotel 

Professionals of AFA Workshop Towards an Inclusive 
Society 

July 2015 MHRD and 
Unicef 

Merry Barua Workshop Adaptation of of Barkha 
series for Universal Access 

August 2015 Bitty Oberoi 
Foundation 

Merry Barua Conference Understanding the Myriad 
Dimentions of Children 

August 2015 WHO Merry Barua Workshop WHO Gate exercise to 
develop a WHO model list 
of top 50 priority Assistive 
Products 

August 2015 Department of 
Public 
Information 
and 
Department of 
Economic and 
Social Affairs, 
Global 
Compact and 
the Specialist 
People 

Merry Barua Panel 
Discussion 

Employment:The Autism 
Advantage 
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Foundation. 
August 2015 Lady Irwin 

College 
Merry Barua Seminar Interdisciplinary 

approaches to Disability 
Studies 

Sept 2015 Ability Bhutan Indrani Basu and 
Preeti Siwach 

Workshop Autism Nature and 
Needs,Behavious 
Modification, Enhancing 
Communication skills and 
Teaching Children with 
autism 

     
Sept 2015 Ministry of 

Human 
Resource 
Development 
and Lady Irwin 
College 

Sudhanshu Grover  Workshop Issues related to facilitating 
communication and 
managing behaviours 
among Autistic Children  

Sept 2015 AFA professionals of AFA Workshop Know Me Teach Me –The 
Annual Training Workshop 

Sept 2015 Autism Society 
West Bengal, 
Nilratan Sarkar 
Medical 
College and 
national 
Medical 
College 

Merry Barua Workshop Autism and Cerebral Palsy 
Update 

Oct 2015 Tanay 
Foundation  

Preeti Siwach and 
merry Barua 

Workshop Adoleccent Issues and 
Employment of Presons 
with Autism 

Oct 2015 NCERT Merry Barua Workshop Adapting Barkha series for 
Children with Autism. 

Oct 2015 Genesis 
Global School 

Merry Barua Conference Inclusive Education 

Oct 2015 NCERT Merry Barua Talk Inclusive Education 
Nov 2015 Dortmund 

University 
Merry Barua Lecture Circles of Support 

Nov 2015 NCERT Preeti Siwach, 
Sudhanshu Grover 
and merry Barua 

Workshop Adapting Barkha series for 
Children with Autism 

Nov 2015 AFA Professionals of AFA Workshop The power of Social stories 
January 2016 AFA Professionals of AFA Workshop Empowering the Child with 

autism 
Jan 2016 SSA Jammu 

and Kashmir 
Preeti Siwach Workshop Understanding Autism and 

Teaching Childen with 
Autism 

Jan2016 Association of 
Parents of 
Persons with 
Autism West 

Merry Barua Workshop Challenges of 
Adolescents:Behaviour,Sex
ualityand learning 
strategies 
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Bengal 
Jan2016 Forum for 

Autism 
Preeti Siwach and 
Merry Barua 

Workshop Transition planning for 
Adolescents with autism 

Feb 2016 Institute for 
Paediatric 
neurodisorders 
and 
Autism,Bangab
andhu Sheikh 
Mujib Medical 
University 

Indrani Basu and 
Merry Barua 

Workshop Understanding the culture 
of Autism,Sensory 
Differences-Impact and 
Strategies,Teaching 
techniques for effective 
Learning,Assistive methods 
and strategies, Learning 
Foundational skills 
including communication 
and cognitive skills, play 
and leisure skills, 
Independence in self help 
skills and changing 
challenging behaviours 

Feb 2016 NIEPMD Merry Barua Conference Education for Sustainable 
development 

March 2016 Lemon Tree Preeti Siwach Sensitization 
programme 

What we can do to make 
persons with autism 
comfortable to work in 
open employment 

March 2016 Technia 
Institute of 
Advanced 
Studies 

Preeti Siwach Conference Transation Planning from 
adolescence to adulthood 

March WHO Merry Barua workshop Assessment of Priority 
Assistive Products for 
persons with disabilities 

 
Aailaan Centre for Advocacy  
 
Persons with autism have the same rights and privileges: civic, economic and political as 
enjoyed by all citizens of their country. They have a right to be treated as equals with full human 
rights, fundamental freedom and without discrimination. Aailaan works to uphold and protect 
these rights while spreading awareness about autism. 
 
 
OBJECTIVES  
 

 To secure equal rights of persons with disability through legal reform and awareness in 
the community,  

 To spread awareness about autism  
 
1.Awareness Raising  
 
Increasing awareness of a complex yet lesser-known condition such as autism is necessary for 
doctors to make accurate diagnosis and for society to begin to integrate autistic individuals into 



22 
 

the mainstream. AFA has undertaken various projects to promote awareness and 
understanding about autism among parents and professionals as well as the general public. 
From 1998 to 2001, and again from 2006 to 2008, AFA carried out a project for pediatricians, 
psychologists and psychiatrists in order to sensitise them to the symptoms of autism. AFA has 
also made available an awareness film on autism from South Asia, entitled 'Autism: An Indian 
Perspective.'  
 
In April, the autism awareness month AFA had organised many awareness raising activities. An  
art carnival was organised at India Habitat Centre’s Amphitheatre for students form special 
needs schools as well as mainstream schools. A free multidisciplinary consultation camp was 
also organised on the same venue.  
 
 
AFA joined hands of   Autism Speaks for  LIGHT IT UP BLUE campaign for autism awareness 
on the eve of World Autism Awareness Day(WAAD) 2 April. Prominent landmarks and 
commercial complexes in Delhi, Chennai, Hyderabad and Kolkata were lit up in blue  . The  
National Centre for Autism, the National Trust, and all other National Institutes were lit blue 
besides commercial establishments like the Select City Walk.  
 ‘Views from Planet Autism 2015’ the group show by artists on the autism spectrum, took place 
at the Open Palm Court Gallery, IHC.  
 
 
 
 
2.Lobbying and Advocacy 
 

AFA did intense lobbying to pass the RPDB2012. Senior members of AFA met leaders like, 
Sonia Gandhi, ArunJetley, SitaramYechury and other prominent political leaders for passing the 
bill. One of the critical areas that remain largely neglected is the future of persons with autism, 
when parents age and pass on. This is the major challenge that AFA has taken on through 
Residence cum Rehabilitation Project- ANANDA. We are glad to share that last year we have 
completed first phase of the construction of this ambitious project. 
 
This year AFA presented the autism perspective to the Parliamentary Standing Committee on 
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill.AFA also advocated for prevention of abuse of 
children with autism and use of aversive punishments with other autism organisations in 
Mumbai. It also advocated for and contributed in formulating strategies to combat violence 
against disabled women in a national consultation organised by HRLN. Senior members of AFA 
worked on  inclusive education and contributed  for development of training programs for 
persons with autism in a national consultation  by SSA. AFA was also part of development of 
global action plan: an initiative of Govt of Bangladesh and WHO.  

With its mission towards self advocacy for individuals with ASD, five adults were provided 
trainings for self advocating.  
In every forum, event and discussion AFA advocated for the rights of individuals with autism as 
well as all those who are different, to receive appropriate accommodations to lead fully 
participating lives. We continue to walk the talk and welcome individuals with special needs in 
our team.  



23 
 

 
 
3.www.autism-india.org 

.During this year the AFA website continued to enjoy a robust level of activity.  We had a total 
91,360 of visitors,our website  is also translated into numerous other languages by visitors who 
come from non-English speaking countries.  Our most visited pages are our “About Autism” and 
our list of autism organizations worldwide .The latter page is a list of organizations in more than 
100 countries, and is linked from hundreds of other websites around the world. 

 
4.Self Advocacy 
 
AFA worked with persons with autism to enable them to develop and articulate a strong sense of 
self as well as rights to advocate for the autism community. 
Speaking out as a person with an invisible, complex and much misunderstood condition like 
autism is not easy. In addition, many individuals with autism despite their intellect are not always 
able to express their hopes, aspirations, achievements and challenges, in a manner that the 
non-autistic world would lend an ear to. 
. 
 
 
5.Networking and Partnership 
 
AFA strives to work along with various private and state organisations. In the past year it has 
participated in consultations, brainstorming sessions and workshops with a range of agencies 
including the Ministry of Human Resource Development, Misintry of Social Justice and 
Empowerment,NCERT,Autism Speaks,WHO, Govt of Bangladesh, Forum for Autism, 
Mumbai,Autism Society West Bengal, Kolkata etc. 
 
AFA invited resource persons from other organisations to share their expertise with the larger 
autism community. Dr Tom Weisner of UCLA,Dr Richard Grinker of Washinton University , Dr 
Tamara Daley of Westat and Dr Elisabeth Laugeson of UCLA came and shared their knowledge 
with Indian autism community. 
 Anjali Joshi from Ummed Child Development Centre and Indrani Basu  from Autism Society 
West Bengal conducted workshops at AFA. 
 
Aahaan Publications 
 
OBJECTIVES 
 

 To publish and share current information and understanding with the autism community 
through journals and manuals 

 To make available reliable and practical information on autism through web page 
 To provide the most current and relevant Indian and international books and journals on 

autism and make them available to those interested 
 
 
1. The Autism Network -The AFA Journal 
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. In publication since 1994, the Autism Network is an invaluable source of information for those 

who deal with autism in India by bridging the gap between what occurs elsewhere in the world 

with here in India. The journal brings practitioners from different regions and backgrounds 

together to share their own experiences and knowledge.  

2.Training Manuals  
 
AFA brings out training manuals for professionals and parents. These are both in English and in 
other Indian languages, In addition, awareness materials for the community as well as 
professionals are also created and produced. 
 
 
HIGHLIGHTS  
 
Circulation of Print version of Autism Network: 9700 families, professionals and 
institutions on quarterly basis 
 
Ananda: Residence cum Rehabilitation project for adults with autism 
 
Objective 
 
To create a supported living facility where adults with autism will live, work and earn with 
respect and dignity 
 
Most persons with autism requires life-long support in their vocation as in life. Specialist 
residential centres that impart life skills especially to persons with autism spectrum disorders or 
to young adults, that can address this vital issue, are currently unavailable in India. So a 
decision was taken to create a model residence cum rehabilitation facility for individuals with 
autism and multiple disabilities where they will work and live in an ambience of dignity and 
respect, where every resident will have rights as well as responsibilities. A residential facility 
with structured environment and predictable routines where individuals with autism will be able 
to learn and function independently to the best of their capacity.  
 
This is the major challenge that AFA has taken on through Ananda-Residence cum 
Rehabilitation Project. We are glad to share that last year we have completed Two buildings  of 
this ambitious project. 
 
 

Balance Sheet as at 31st March, 2016 
FUNDS AND LIABILITIES  As at 31.03.2016  As at 31.03.2015 

         
I SOURCES OF FUNDS       
         
  Capital Fund   2,11,39,597   2,22,31,001 
  Corpus Fund   1,99,78,444   1,89,81,878 
  Reserve fund   2,01,58,494   1,86,46,811 
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  Specific Purpose Funds & 
Grants 

  53,41,246   24,73,509 

         
  Other Fund   3,86,000   5,94,710 
  Project Fund (Ananda)   16,00,50,15

2 
  14,11,21,93

5 
         
  TOTAL   22,70,53,93

2 
  20,40,49,84

4 
         

II APPLICATION OF FUNDS       
         
  Fixed Assets       
  Net Block  2,11,39,597   2,22,31,001  
  Capital Work in Progress  14,14,71,57

7 
16,26,11,17

5 
 10,86,59,43

6 
13,08,90,43

7 
         
  Investments   2,86,16,864   2,97,27,136 
         
  Current Assets, Loans and 

Advances 
      

  Cash and Bank Balances  64,23,791   1,20,63,179  
  Loans and Advances  3,74,91,451   3,63,71,956  
  Other Current Assets  12,03,079   10,77,484  
    4,51,18,321   4,95,12,619  
         
  Less: Current Liabilities and 

Provisions 
 92,92,428   60,80,348  

         
  Net Current Assets   3,58,25,893   4,34,32,271 
         
  TOTAL   22,70,53,93

2 
  20,40,49,84

4 
         

   
Statement of Income & Expenditure for the year ended 31st March, 2016 

 
PARTICULARS   For the year ended 

31.03.2016 
   For the year ended 

31.03.2015 

         
I INCOME       
         
  Donations   8,21,456    9,67,863  
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  Interest Income   24,57,703    26,38,035  
  Other Receipts   31,30,056    43,43,362  
  Open Door and Outreach programs 

Receipts 
  36,35,190    38,55,415  

  Annual Membership   2,14,500    1,74,200  
  Misc Income   6,40,637                   - 
         
  TOTAL   1,08,99,542    1,19,78,87

5 
         
II EXPENDITURE       
         
  Rehabilitation/Training/Awareness 

Programme 
     

  / Open Door School Expenses   93,25,500    79,04,542   
         
  Depreciation       
 a

) 
For the year  13,01,256   14,11,897   

 b
) 

Less: Met out from Capital Fund  13,01,256                        
-    

 14,11,897  -    

         
  Transfer to Capital Fund    42,090    1,16,642 
         
  Transfer to Earmarked Funds   20,270    18,96,527 
  (Excess utilisation over Earmarked 

Funds) 
      

         
  TOTAL          

93,87,860  
  99,17,711   

         
II
I 

Excess of Income over Expenditure carried 
to Reserve 

        
15,11,682  

  20,61,164 

 Fund (Surplus)       
 

Statement of Receipts and Payments for the year ended 31st March, 2016 
PARTICULARS  For the year ended 

31.03.2016  
   For the year ended 

31.03.2015  
        
Sources of Funds       
Donations received (General) 10,10,813   9,67,863 
Donations for Building Construction 17,810,458   3,53,41,946 
Corpus Fund received 9,96,566   2,07,500 
Receipts from other Activities 31,78,893   42,04,164 
Open Door and Outreach programs 36,32,940   38,55,415 
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receipt 
Membership fees received 2,14,500   1,84,200 
Securities received 2,15,000   2,21,750 
Interest earned 25,30,464   34,47,296 
Income Tax Refund 5,89,127   5,64,730 
Contribution to Earmarked Funds 68,62,715   37,56,711 
Misc Income 6,39,837   - 
Reimbursement of Expenses 1,00,800  - 
      
Total 3,77,82,114        8,29,14,363.00 
        
Application of Funds       
Rehabilitation/Training/Awareness/Open 
Door School Expenses 

98,43,049              77,09,115  

Other Expenses -               6,47,317  
Addition to Fixed Assets 2,08,332               2,23,642  
Advances for Building Construction 2,43,62,396           2,46,71,358  
Building Construction Expenses 57,67,473           2,34,02,930  
Building Material Purchased 12,66,318           1,09,19,556  
Expenses out of Earmarked Funds 30,84,206              71,99,267 
       
Total 4,45,31,774.00   7,47,73,186.00  
 
 

 
 

NOTE: Complete audited accounts available on request.  
 
 
Organisational Profile  
 
AFA is a parent-directed NGO. Since inception, AFA has encouraged active participation and 
feedback from its beneficiaries to ensure delivery of quality care and services to individuals with 
autism and their families. The organization has created non-hierarchical structures and open 
channels of communication to aid the efficiency of it’s programs. Participatory decision-making 
is reflected in the ways of working at AFA. A team of highly dedicated professionals and active 
volunteers remain a source of strength and support, enabling AFA to accomplish its goals and 
objectives.  
 
Staff Details 
 

1 Merry Barua Director(Hon) 
2 Reeta Sabharwal Director Finance 

and 
Operations(Hon) 

3 Col T.N Baba Member Governing 
Body(Hon) 
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4 Indrani Basu Educator (Hon) 
5 Dr Nidhi Singhal Director Research 

and Trainings 
6 Kathakali Das 

Pandey 
Project 
Coordinator 

7 Sudhanshu Grover Educator  
8 Preeti Siwach Educator  
9  Divya Shikha 

Verma  
Educator  

10  Urmila Taneja  left 
on May 2015 

Educator  

11  Kalpana.S Educator  
12  Sujata Banerjee  Educator  
13  Sharmila Gopal  Educator  
14  Deepali Taneja  Research 

Coordinator 
15  Rubina Pradhan  Research 

Assistant 
16  Tanvi Behi  Research 

Assistant 
17  Falak Sajid  Trainings 

Coordinator 
18 Avik Dastidar Assistant 
19  Rakhi Singh  Occupational 

Therapist 
20  Tsening Deskit 

Left on May 2015 
Occupational 
Therapist 

21  Salini Bijesh  Receptionist 
22  Nitin Bhushan  Office Assistant 
23  Reena Kumari 

Left on May 2015 
Educator  

24  Karuna Sirasat  Educator  
25  Deepa Rawat  Educator  
26  Ruchi Varshney  Educator  
27  Poonam Thakur 

Left on Feb 2016 
Computer Teacher 

28  Jeewan Jot Singh 
Left on May 2015 

Educator  

29  Neha Uttam  Assistant Teacher 
30  Yasin Ali  Class room Aide 
31  Aayushi 

Darshana  
Assistant to 
Directors 

32  Achyutanal Guha  Accountant 
33  Sanjay Kanji  Accounts Assistant 
34  Kamlesh  Caregiver 
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35  Shikha Das  Caregiver 
36  Sangeeta Left on 

Dec 2015 
Caregiver 

37  Mangala Mandal Caregiver 
38  Geeta Devi  Caregiver 
39  Prabhati  Caregiver 
40  Lata  Das  Caregiver 
41  Nirmala Mishra  Caregiver 
42  Kuldeep Bharti Driver 
43  Pan Singh Negi  Driver 
44  Maya  Assistant at 

Aadhaar 
45  Lakshmi  Assistant at 

Aadhaar 
 46  Prashant Jaine  Trainee at Aadhaar 
47  Mohd Mohsin  Baker 
48  Monica  Assistant Baker 
49  Karuna Agarwal  Maintenance 

Coordinator 
50  Papu Mali  Gardener 
51  Prem  Guard 

52  Ram Avtar  Guard 

53  Ramji Verma  Support staff 

54  Rama Kant  Support staff 

55  Rekha  Cleaner 

56  Lata Devi  Cleaner 

57  Silbiya Lugun  Cook 

58 Saswati Basu 
Joined on Nov 
2015 

Educator 

59 Sahamina Yasmin 
Joined on June 
2015 

Occupational 
Therapist 

60 Anoop Joined on 
Aug 2015 and left 

Educator 
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on Nov 2015 

61 Puneet Baghel  Educator 

62 Jaipal Guard (Gurgaon) 

63 Rajesh Cleaner (Gurgaon) 

64 Rajpal Guard(Gurgaon) 

65 Lalji Pande Asst 
Engineer(Gurgaon) 

66 D.N Ganjoo Engineer 
(Gurgaon) 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Slab of gross salary (in Rs) plus 
benefits paid to staff (per month) 

Male staff Female staff Total staff 

Less than 5000  2 2 4 
5,000 – 10,000 8 14 22 
10,000 – 25,000 11 20 31 
25,000 – 50,000 0 3 3 
50,000 – 1,00,000 1 1 2 
Greater than 1,00,000  0 0 0 
 
Salary and benefits of Head and Highest and Lowest honorarium of staff members 
 Designation Remuneration (in 

Rs.) [Gross yearly + 
benefits] 

Operational Head of the 
organisation: (including honorarium): 

Director Finance 
& Operation 

Nil 

Highest paid person in the 
organisation (staff or consultant): 

Director  
Research and 
Trainings 

660000 

Lowest paid person in the 
organisation (staff or consultant): 

Assistant 
 

                                              
6000 

 

GOVERNING BODY  
 
Sl. 
no 

Name and 
designati
on 

Gend
er 
and 

Occupation  Address Telepho
ne 
Number 

Educational 
Background 

Remark 
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Age 
1  

Ramamani 
Sundar* 
President 

F 69 Social Economist 
Freelance  
Journalist 
National Centre 
for Applied 
Economic 
Research 
11 IP Estate, 
Parasina 
Bhawan, New 
Delhi- 2 

Sector B1, 
Flat No 
1609, Vasant 
Kunj, New 
Delhi-110070 

+91 
9810507
840 

MA Economics 
from Delhi 
School of 
Economics, 
Delhi University 
 

Parent 

2 Merry 
Barua* 
Secretary 

F, 64 Disability Activist 
Director, Action 
for Autism 

A1/51 
Panchsheel 
Enclave, 
New Delhi-
110017 

+91 
9810225
923 

MA, Calcutta 
Trained at 
TEACCH, North 
Carolina & 
Options 
Massachussetts 
USA 

Parent 

3 Reeta 
Sabharwal
* 
Treasurer 

F 56 Interior Designer S-300 
Greater 
Kailash Part 
2, New 
Delhi- 10048 

+91 
9811103
702 

BA (English), 
Delhi University 

Parent 

4 Ashwani 
Chaswal* 
Jt.Secretar
y 

M 59 Service 
Deputy General 
Manager, Sales 
Raunaq 
International Ltd 
 

52-A, Pocket 
A-10, Kalkaji 
Extension, 
New Delhi-
110019 

+91 
9811505
541 

BE (Mech) Parent 

5  Madhu 
Chawla 
Member 

F 64 Business  
Madhu Chawla 
Exports C-50, 
Okhla Phase 2, 
New Delhi-
110020 

C-228, 
Defence 
Colony, New 
Delhi- 
110024 
 
 

+91 
9810043
435 

Graduate Non 
Parent 

6 Shubhra 
Gupta* 

F 53 Journalist 
Freelance 
Columnist, E-9, 
Press Enclave, 
Saket, New 
Delhi-110017 

E-9, Press 
Enclave, 
Saket, New 
Delhi-110017 

+91 
9811200
587 

MA(English) 
Delhi University 

Parent 

7 Deepak 
Verma* 
Member 

M 54 Business 37, Paschim 
Enclave, 
Rohtak 
Road, New 
Delhi 

+91 
9810076
384 

B.Com from 
Kurukshetra 
University 

Parent 
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8 Col.T.N 
Baba* 

 
 
 
M 73 

Retired 

U -26 C/11, 
Ground Floor 
DLF Qutab 
Enclave 
Phase III 
Gurgaon 
122002 

+91 
9899692
649 

M. Tech 

Parent 

 
9 

Dr.Vibha 
Krishnamu
rthy 
 

 
 
 
 
F 51 

Developmental 
Paediatrician 
UMMEED [Child 
Development 
Centre] 1-B,1/62, 
Mantri Pride 
Building, Subash 
Nagar, N.M.Joshi 
Marg, Near 
Arthur Road 
Junction, Lower 
Parel (E), 
Mumbai, 
Maharashtra 
400011 
 

27 Thakur 
Niwas 
6th floor 
J Tata Road 
Mumbai 400 
020 
 

+91 
9820155
484 

MD Paediatrics, 
Safdarjung 
Hospital, 
Massachussets 
Gen 
Hosp,Consultan
t 
in child Dev. 
SSNI,Mumbai, 
Fellow in 
American 
Academy of 
Paediatrics 

Non 
Parent 

10 Indrani 
Basu* 

F 44 Special Educator 
(AutismSpectrum
Disorder) 
Coordinator 
Parent Child 
Training 
programme 
 

Action for 
Autism 
Living Unit -
3rd Floor 
Pocket 7&8 
Jasola Vihar 
New Delhi-
110025 

9971083
615 

B.Com,ICWA,D
SC-ASD 

Parent 

11 Gopal 
Kale* 

M 51 

Service 

Global Services 
Product Manager 
, Nokia Networks, 
Noida 

68 F Sector 

8, SFS DDA 

Flats 

Jasola Vihar 

New Delhi 

110025 

9899787
358 

B.E 

Parent 
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12 
Beena 
Prithveeraj
* 

F 48 Special 

Educator(Autism 

Spectrum 

Disorders) 

We CAN,No.5 

Blue Beach 

Road,Neelangara

i, 

Chennai 600041 

32GB,Dakshi
n 
Apartments,4
thSeaward 
Road,Thiruv
anmiyur,Che
nnai - 
600041 

9444469
316 

M.A Business 
Economics  

Parent 

13 Rajat Nag 

68 An international 
development 
professional with 
extensive 
experiences and 
in-depth 
knowledge in 
sustainable 
development 
issues, strategic 
visioning, 
infrastructure 
financing and 
regional 
cooperation 

 

 

B3 /602, 
World Spa 
West,  
Sector 30,  
Gurgaon,  
Haryana 
122001 

9811906
363 

B. Tech IIT 
Delhi 
M.Sc. (Control 
Engineering), 
M.B.A. (Finance 
and Quantitative 
Methods)  both 
from University 
of 
Saskatchewan,
Canada 
M.Sc.(Economic
s), 
London School 
of Economics 

Non 
Parent 

 
 Members who have child with autism 

 
No member of the Governing Body receives honorarium. None of the members are 
related to each other in any way  
 
                                                                    International Travel 
Name Designation Destination Purpose Gross 

Expense 
(Rs.) 

Sponsored 
by External 
Organisation  

% 
Sponsored 

Name of 
Sponsor 
Organisation
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Merry 
Barua 

Director New York, 
USA 

Speaking on 
Employment : 
The Autism 
Advantage at 
the UN on 
World Autism 
Awareness 
Day 

00(by 
AFA) 

Yes 100% 
Sponsored 

 Thorkil 
Sonne 
Specialisterne

Merry 
Barua and 
Sudhanshu 
Grover 

Director  
 
Coordinator 
Open Door 

Geneva, 
Switzerland 

Attended 
Capacity 
building 
workshop on 
Parent Skills 
Training for 
Developmental 
Disorder 
organized by 
WHO 

00(by 
AFA) 

Yes 100% 
sponsored 

WHO and 
Autism 
Speaks 

Merry 
Barua  
and  
 
Nidhi 
Singhal 

Director 
 
Director 
Research 
and 
Trainings 
 
 

 Salt Lake 
City, USA  

Attended 
Research 
Conference 
International 
Meeting for 
Autism 
Research 
IMFAR 2015 

00(by 
AFA) 

yes 100% 
sponsored 

International 
Society of 
Autism 
Research 
(INSAR)
 

Merry 
Barua 

Director Dortmund, 
Germany 

Presenting on 
Circles of 
Support at the 
International 
Week at 
Dortmund 
Universiyu 

00(by 
AFA) 

Yes 100% 
sponsored 

Dr Evamarie 
Kunst Potter

Merry 
Barua 
and 
 
Indrani 
Basu 

Director 
 
 
Coordinator 
Parent Child 
Training 
Programme 

Dhaka 
Bangladesh 

To conduct 
aworkshop for 
Parents and 
prefessionals 

00(by 
AFA) 

Yes 100% 
Sponsored 

Institute for 
Paediatric 
Neurodisorder 
and Autism, 
Bangabandhu 
Sheikh Mujib 
Medical 
University 
 

Dr Nidhi 
Singhal 

Director 
Research 
and 
Trainings 

Brisben 
Australia 

Presenting at 
Research 
Conference 
APAC 2015 

00(by 
AFA) 

Expenses  
made by Dr 
Nidhi Singhal 

Expenses  
made by Dr 
Nidhi 
Singhal 

Expenses  
made by Dr 
Nidhi Singhal

Preeti 
Siwach 
and Indrani 
Basu 

Coordinator 
Aadhaar 
Vocational 
centre 

Thimpu, 
Bhutan 

To present a 
paper at a 
International 
Meeting for 

00(by 
AFA) 

Yes 100% 
Sponsored 

Ability Bhutan 
Society 
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Coordinator 
Parent Child 
Training 
Programme 
 

Autism 
Research 
organized by 
INSAR 

 
 
RESOURCE PERSONS & MEDICAL PROFESSIONALS ASSOCIATED WITH AFA  
 
Indrani Mazumdar Basu, Theo Peteers, Hilde de clerq, Barbara Kalmanson, Stephen Shore, 
Thorkil Sonne, Evamarie Knust Potter, Qazi Fazli Azeem, Adam Feinstein, Rukhsana Shah, 
Vivienne Streeter, Annie Tyhurst, Dr Jitender Nagpal, Dr Pawan Sinha, Dr R.K Sabharwal, Dr 
Ashish Sabharwal, Dr Shobha Srinath, Dr Thomas Owley, Dr. Anjali Joshi, Dr. Kavita Arora, Dr 
Vibha Krishnamurthy, Dr Bhismadev Chakrabarti, Christopher Flint, Nipa Bhuptani.  
 
THANK YOU!  
 
Action For Autism has come this far because of the support we receive, financial, material, and 
otherwise, from our partners, funders, members and supporters. We thank you all for making 
the work we do possible, look forward to your continued support and invite you to visit our 
centre. We are grateful to our volunteers many of whom continue to help us from afar even after 
they have moved on.  
 
 
OUR ACTIVE SUPPORTERS  
 
Bindu Badshah 
Jatin Das 
Shovana Narayanan 
Sharon Lowen 
Sonia Rodrigues  

1. Sudhir Pillai 
2. TamaraDaley 

 
Funders and Partners 
 
Embassy of Ireland 
Charities Aid Foundation 
Smile Foundation 
Simons Foundation 
University of California Los Angeles(UCLA) 
Give India 
Bharti Enterprises Ltd 
Reliance Foundation 
CAF America 
Credibility Alliance 
Guide Star India 
National Trust 
India Habitat Centre 
Select City Walk 



36 
 

 
Donors 
 

CHARITIES AID 
FOUNDATION 

INDIA 

RAJDIPA BEHURA 

ROTARY CLUB OF 
DELHI SOUTHEND 

NEXT 
DR GEETA 
KAMPANI 

RAJAT CHOPRA 

AJAY GUPTA 

ARVIND TECHNO 
ENGINEERS 

PRIVATE LIMITED 

Give Foundation 

Madhu Chawla 
Central Bank of 

India 
Smile Foundation 
Central Bank of 

India 
Asian Hotels 

(North) Limited 
Rajat Mohan Nag  
Ganga Acrowools 

Ltd  
Brij Kampani  
Mr Rajiv Nag 

Aditi Diya Nag 
S C Duggal 
T N Baba 

Col Bhupinder Nath 
Khera 

Sorabh Kumar Jain 
Brij Alind Dayal 

Ganga Acrowools 
Ltd  

Kanwaldeep Singh  
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Mohan Bhuyan  
Reliance 

Foundation 

Kolli Prasada Rao 
Col R 

Gowrishankar 

Brig S Nambirajan 

Ritesh Talapatra 
ERNST & YOUNG 

LLP  

Vikrant Lakhanpal 
S E Modak 

Neena Wagh 
Madhu Chawla 

Design Trend Pvt 
Ltd  

Front Line Capital 
Services Ltd. 

RMX Foundation 
Leena Das Shah 

Rohin Arora 
Sai Expo Fab Pvt 

Ltd. 
(Firm/Company) 

Lekha Srivastava 
Indra Sen 

Harkirat Singh 
Sodhi 

Shabnam B Singh 

Sandeep Chawla 
Kanika Satyanand 

(Individual) 

Joseph Vellapally 
UMA B Singh 
Vivita Relan 

Krishna Lal Dua 
Front Line Capital 

Services Ltd. 
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General Fabrics Pvt 
Ltd. 

(Firm/Company) 

RKGD Clothing Pvt 
Ltd (Firm/Company) 

Vireet Investments 
Pvt Ltd 

Mala sharma 
Malini Mundle 
Rajeev Bakshi 

Devendra Kumar 

Mrs Kumari Anjali 
Kunaal Kumar 
Bharat Wakhlu 

Ajay Relan 

Swayam Charitable 
Trust 

Sudipto Mundle 
Mallika Gandhi 

Multani 
Pharmaceuticals 

Ltd 

Rajesh Sabharwal 
Sreekant 

Khandekar 

Shree IT Solutions 
Private Limited 

Dhananjay Goel  
Dr. Nidhi Gupta 

Dr. Anurag Gupta 
Rajesh Nandan 

Srivastava 
Anjali Puri 

Nora Solomon 
Foundation 
Ashish Jain 
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Raunaq 
International 

Limited 

Bharat Gears Ltd. 
Anjali Puri 

Albatross Finechem 
Pvt Ltd  

Dariel Dmello 
Mathur  

Rajiv Nikhil Desai 
(Individual) 

 Promilla Chand 
Ramesh Chand 
Indeera Chand 
Lt Gen Madhav 
Govind Datar 
Arvind Prasad 

Mathur 
Ravinder Kumar 

Ahuja 
Ila Lamba 

Mohit Thukral 
Navnit Singh 

Umesh Anand  

Megha Technical & 
Engrs (P) Ltd. 

Rahul Rai 
Col VDS Mehra 

Sunil Saini 

Prarthana Kanoi 
Anurag Gupta 

Rajesh Chanana 
Sunita Ahuja 

Manju Wadhwa 

St Marys School 
KOKO Fashion 
Col J L Chatterji 

Anil Gupta 
Prasanna Singh 



40 
 

Geeta Kampani  
Radhika Chand 

Asha Mehra 

Ashnoor Textile 
Mills Ltd. 

Sujat Vora 

Gargi Bhattacharjee 
VLCC Personal 

Care Ltd 
T N Baba 

Bakul Kampani 
Mr. Rajiv Nag 

Sanjeev Bhaskar 
(Savita Bhaskar) 

Pooja Uttam 
Indrani Basu 
Dwarka Nath 

Ganjoo 
Mona Prabhakar 
Bharti Airtel Ltd. 

Simmi Embroidery 
The Gwalior Sugar 

Co. Ltd. 
Bank of 

Maharashtra 
GVGK Raju 

John L Bessel 
Foundation 

Emily 
E A Jeffery 

Sangeeta Mehta 
Minnie Verma 
Jaypee Sports 
International 

Limited 
Neelam Singh 

Dutta 
Tanu Grover 

Jeevan Nurshing 
Home 

 Indra Chona 
 Kumud Arora 
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Department of 
Foreign Arrairs of 

Ireland 
Maja Bozilovic 
Anjou Chopra 

Ratinder Bhatia 
Ratinder Bhatia 
Anjou Chopra 
Rajeev Bakshi 

Dibyendra Nath 
Mukerjea 

Inderjit Singh Sial 
Col V.D. Haritats 

Sazia Shamsi 
Jyoti Khitha 

Richa Dhingra 
RUCHITA 
SHARMA 

Surender Nath 
Kapur 

Society in Action 
Group   
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Action for Autism is a accredited member of Cerdibility Alliance and this  report complies with 
the desirable norms of the Credibility Alliance for enhancing credibility in the voluntary sector in 
India 
 
 
 


