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Rs 3.44 crores more than last year

STANDARD CHARTERED MUMBAI MARATHON RAISES RS 6.47 CRORES FOR CHARITY
Mumbai, March 6.  At a special event at the Hilton Towers hotel in Mumbai, His Excellency the Governor of Maharashtra, Shri S. M. Krishna announced today that the total charity raised from the Standard Chartered Mumbai Marathon is Rs 6.47 crores which is a more than double increase over the 2006 figure of Rs 3.03 crores. This is an amazing growth rate of 114%.  

The Marathon, held on January 21 for the fourth consecutive time, saw more than 25,000 people participate in the run.  

"The amount raised from the Marathon was a very pleasant surprise”, said Jasmine Wadhawan, Marathon Co-ordinator at GiveIndia, the Official Charity Partner to the event. “The enthusiasm of so many people to raise money for charity by taking part in the Marathon shows that a giving culture is slowly developing in India”.  Ms. Wadhawan added “While 2007 has shown us the potential that can be achieved, a much higher level of support from the sponsors and partners could make this a Rs.100crore event in 5 years.”

GiveIndia’s Dream Team runners, consisting of 59 high achieving runners, raised a total of Rs 3.36 crores. With a total of over Rs 64 lac Mrs. Kalpana Morparia, Joint Managing Director of ICICI Bank was the Dream Team runner with the highest individual pledges raised. The youngest runner in the Dream Team, 13 year old Aaran Patel raised more than Rs 1 lac. 

The GiveIndia Corporate Challenge saw an unprecedented number of companies take part in both running and raising funds.  More than 80 companies representing the who’s who of the corporate world ran.  Out of these, 32 companies raised pledges to the tune of Rs. 68.85 lac.

Amongst the NGO’s which raised most funds were The Banyan with Rs. 122 lacs and Jai Vakeel School with Rs. 26 lacs.  In all there were 18 NGOs who used the event to raise Rs.10 lac or more for their cause.

GiveIndia, the Official Charity partner to the event since its inception in 2003,  acts as the umbrella charity to ensure that all NGO’s have equal opportunity to use the marathon as a fundraising vehicle. By doing this, GiveIndia ensures that every runner can run for a cause and NGO of his choice and that his pledges will be made public through the credible and transparent medium that GiveIndia provides. 

Apart from credibility and transparency, GiveIndia works efficiently to ensure that the cost of fundraising is as low as 3% overall, and in some cases, as low as 10 basis points (one BP= 0.01%).  This low cost of fundraising will be a major factor in the sustainability and growth of the Marathon in years to come.
About GiveIndia

GiveIndia is a non profit organization established in 2000. GiveIndia believes that sustainable change can only be realized by first promoting a giving culture in India. For this reason GiveIndia helps individual donors to donate money easily to a NGO of their choice. NGOs registered with GiveIndia have undergone extensive due diligence and meet the Norms for Nonprofit Accountability set up by the Credibility Alliance. Donors to these NGOs through GiveIndia are assured feedback on how their contributions are used.

For more information about GiveIndia, please visit www.giveindia.org.  
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